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1Y—CONTINUED. 

T^e next morning, ns General' Stuart-Gordon 
sjt upon the piazza, enjoying his cigar, his paper, 
and the beautiful landscape stretched out before 
him, he saw a travelling carriage descend the road 
leading from a neighboring village, and taking 
the direction to the little bridge connecting the 
bank of the river with the Isle of Rays, pass over 
it, and entering npon the circular carriage road 
leading to the front entrance of the mansion,, 
drive slowly up, and pause. The coachman 
jumped from the box, opened the door, let down 
the steps, and stood aside, to let a gentleman de¬ 
scend. The General arose, and advanced to re- 
cgive his visiter. He was_a neatly and elegantly 
dressed man, of about twenty-six years of age, 
tall, slender, handsome, dark oomplexioned, and 
of very graceful manners, and charming address 

“ 1 have the honor of addressing General Stu¬ 
art-Gordon ?” 

“ That is my name, sir.” 

“I am James Frobisher, of the British Em- 

“I am happy to see yqp, sir. Walk ini” saft 
the General, bowing, and leading the way to the 
oak parlor. 

“ I shall feel obliged if you will grant me a 
private interview, sir.” 

“ Certainly, sir, with great pleasure. Will you 
accompany me to the library V’ 

The handsome visiter bowed gracefully, and 
followed his conductor to the library. As soon 
as they were seated— 

“I presume, sir, that I am speaking to the 
guardian of Miss Britannia O’Riley ?” inquired 
the visiter. 

“Sir—I am in some sort the guardian of that 
young lady.” 

“You know her intimately, then.” 

“Whore was she educated? What is she like?” 

“ At Hartford, Connecticut, sir; and she is like 
a beautiful, elegant, and accomplished woman.” 

“ I am pleased to hear you say so, sir. Is she 
at your house at this time? If so, how soon can 
I be presented to her ?” 

“ Sir, the young lady is at present on a visit of 
some weeks to a young friend, whose residence is 
two miles distant. If you wish it, I will send a 
messenger to announce yonr visit at any hour 
you may name.” 

“ Thank you, sir. Will it be asking too much 
of your goodness, to request your company on 
this visit ?” 

“ Oh! no, sir; I will attend you with pleasure, 
at any time.” 

“ Then the sooner the better, my dear sir, as I 
am impatient to be presented to this young lady.” 

General Stuart-Gordon rung the bell, and said— 

“ I witl send a messenger immediately, to an¬ 
nounce our visit, and we will set out in half an 
hour. Excuse me a moment, sir”—and, going to 
a writing-table, he wrote— 

“My Dearest Britannia: Mr. Frobisher is 
here, and we will both he with you in an hour. 

“C.S-G.” 

and folded it, just as Apollo made his appearance 
at the door. m 

“ Take this to Miss O’Riley !” The man bowed 
and withdrew. 

“ As you are the young lady’s guardian, and as 
I have but a few days to remain, I will tell you, 
sir, the motive of my anxiety to be presented to 
her. In a word, it is this: The Castle of Clon- 
machnois is a ruin; the estates are dwindled down 
to a few acres of marsh land, tenanted by a few 
wretched peasants, who are not able to pay fo r 
the mud huts in which they starve.” 

“ This coincides with what I have heard from 
the young lady herself, sir!” 

“ Nothing therefore remains but the title.” 

“ That is understood, sir.” 

“ Well, sir; I am a distant relative of the fam¬ 
ily of Clonmachnois. T have an ample fortune, 
and am under no necessity to marry an heiress of 
property. I wish to get into the House of Peers, 
for the sake of serving there the interests of Ire¬ 
land. My father has interest at Court, and has 
obtained for me the promise of the reversion of 
the title of Earl of Clonmachnois, in the event 
my marrying the heiress of that house.” 

General Stuart-Gordon did not reply. He 
Btaring at the young and handsome speaker with 
the frank and graceful manners, as though he had 
been the Gorgon that had turned him into stone. 
Happily the General sat with his back to the win¬ 
dow, so that the young man could not see the dis¬ 
may blanching his countenance as he continued 
his discourse— 

“Yes; that is the reason why I wish, without 
delay, to be presented to this young lady, to see 
whether she is by education and manners fitted 
to he introduced to London Booiety.” 

“ Sir,” said the General, “ I have never seen a 
more elegant or accomplished woman than Britan¬ 
nia O’Riley. You will see her, however, this 
morning. There is no carriage road leading from. | 
the Isle of Rays to the Crags, so that we shall 
have to get into the saddlesand again ringing 
the bell, General Stuart-Gordon gave directions 
for two horses to be saddled. In a few minutes 
the two gentlemen were on horseback, and 
bling towards the Crags, the younger traveller 
stopping frequently in the ascent, and turning 
look with a poet’s enthusiasm at the entrancing 
beauty, sublimity, and splendor of the landscape 
of mountains, rooks, falls, river, isle, and verdant 
banks, with all the glories of the earth and sky, 
doubled and reflected in the clear water. 

“ Why, this is a eoene of divine beauty! There 
is nothing on the Rhine like this ! Nothing 
Switzerland, or Italy, like this! The Isle of 
Rays! It scintillates and sparkles like a dia¬ 
mond ! Emits lines of light like a cluster of 
darting sunbeams! I wish my friend Turner 
were here, to sketch this Eden I” 

Moody and silent, the General scarcely heard 
or replied to the enthusiastic admiration of his 
companion. They reached the Crags at last, 
rapped, were admitted. Britannia and Susan 
Somerville arose to receive their visiters. Gene¬ 
ral Stuart-Gordon presented “ Mr. Frobisher.” 
Britannia received him with a courtesy, and pla¬ 
cing her hand in that of the General, returned 
the pressure with which he greeted it. General 
Stuart-Gordon looked from Britannia to Fro¬ 
bisher, to note their mutual effeot upon each 
other. He saw in Frobisher the surprise, the 
quick and ardent admiration he expected to find. 


He saw in Britannia the impassable dignity, pre¬ 
senting the cold and brilliant surface that ever 
distinguished her manners to strange gentlemen. 
They were all seated. The presence of Susan 
Somerville restrained conversation upon the sub¬ 
ject of the inheritance. They discussed general 
topics—the beauty of the spring—the splendor of 
the landscape stretching down before them, and 
visible at a great distance from this bleak height. 
Then they discussed Washington, Mr. Jefferson, 
Thomas Moore, who was then there, and, in short, 
everything, but the business nearest the hearts 
of all. General Stuart-Gordon perceived that 
Frobisher’s admiration of Britannia grew by what 
it fed on. And very soon he arose to take his 
3 only an experimental visit, 
en Miss O’Riley, sir,” said the 
as they were on the road. 


“You h 
General, a 


“Yes, s 


And you are pleased with her, no doubt.” 

“ Sir, I feel that any praise of mine of that 
young lady, would be an impertinence. She is 
without a peer!” 

Both gentlemen now sunk into silence, each oc¬ 
cupied with his own thoughts. They reached 
the Isle of Rays in time for dinner. Jealous as 
he was, General Stuart-Gordon, with Virginian 
hospitality, invited and pressed his visiter to be¬ 
come his guest while he should remain in the 
neighborhood; and, after some hesitation, the 
young man accepted his invitation, remarking 
that nothing in America struck him more forcibly 
than the resemblance between English court-;/ 
life and Virginia oouhfry life. That it appeared 
to him that the planters had retained, in a great 
degree, the domestic manners and customs of their 
English fathers. 

At dinner, the young stranger was presented 
to Mr. Stuart-Gordon. Louise did not make 
her appearance, nor did the young man see her 
while he remained. It would have saved him 
from a serious mistake, and all parties from muoh 
future sorrow, if he had. 

General Stuart-Gordon was absent and taciturn 
during the meal. When the wine was placed 
upoD the table, the General arose, and bidding 
Louis entertain his guest, excused himself upon 
the plea of urgent business, and left the room. In 
truth, he could not stand his suspense any longer. 
He must kDow what impression Frobisher had 
made upon Britannia. He. mounted his horse, 
and rode rapidly up the ascent of the Crags It 
was sunset when he started. The full moon had 
arisen before he was half way up the Crags, and 
wus flooding with a silver glory the whole reful¬ 
gent landscape ; but he did not pause to look at 
the river, rolling on in a torrent of light between 
the dark rooks, or os the Isle of Rays, with its 
rivulets and waterfalls, glanced in lines of silver 
light under the moonbeams. He saw neither the 
glory of the heavens nor the splendor of the earth. 
He saw nothing but the black shadow of the Crag 
House high up before him, and he sped on to¬ 
wards it. The sweet notes of the violin floated 
out on the moonlit air as he neared the house. 
Britannia, Susan, and the two women, were out 
the porch, and George was playing the fiddle for 
them. Brighty separated herself from the party, 
and advanced into the silver light to meet him, 
just as he had got down from his horse. 

“ I am very glad you came again—very glad. 
That stiff and formal call, this morning, oould 
scarcely be called a visit. As you may judge, I 
wanted to see yon, also, after our comedy of yes¬ 
terday evening.” Somewhat startled by the 
friendliness of her manner, he drew her arm 
within his own, and, instead of going on to the 
house, he took her to walk down the Crags. 

“Well, Britannia, what do you think of this 
young Frobisher ? ” 

“ His person and manners are faultless, and his 
dress the perfection of exquisite elegance ”— 
“And his mind —his conversation—what do you 
think of that, Britannia?” 

“His mind appears to he highly cultivated, 
and his conversation at once profound and bril¬ 
liant.” 

“ Oh, Heaven! ” growled the General. “ Bri¬ 
tannia, do you know that this young man—this 
Adonis of the faultless figure and face, and the 
elegant dress and address—this Apollo or the pro¬ 
found and brilliant discourse—has oome to this 
country with the design of marrying you ? ” 
“Without ever having seen me? Cool and 
confident, that 1 ” 

“Nay; he wished to see you, before deci¬ 
ding 

“ A prudent precaution, to ascertain if I would 
please him, and pass in good English society ! 
Very flattering that, also! ” 

“ He is very much pleased with you, Bri¬ 
tannia ”— 

“ How kind of him ! ” 

“ He admires you excessively.” 

“Does he? 1 I’ll be at charges for a looking- 
glass,’ and set up o’ nights to admire myself! ” 
“You are gay, Britannia.” 

“ Oh 1 look at the glorious heavens above, and 
look at them again refieoted in the waters below ; 
see The Isle of Rays coquetting with the moon— 
glanoing baok laugh for smile, and flash for beam ; 
hear the cataract shouting as it leaps into the 
river, dashing up millions of diamond sparks; see 
the solemn dark rocks watching the play with 
grave joy, like demure chaperones of young folks 
at a ball! Oh, I am glad and gay to-night! ” 

“ I would I were—thisyoungman, Britannia! ” 
“ Weill what is it now? 


at you c 


He’s peevish anti jealous of a’ the ycning fellows,’ ” ■ 
sung Brighty, changing her manner to one of 
lightest merriment. 

“ Be serious, Britannia, for lam!” 

“ Instanter, sir! I am as serious as an owl! ” 

“ I was about to say that this young man will 
cert;',inly propose to you 1 ” 

“ Exactly ! Now we are going to rehearse 
yesterday’s scene over again! ” 

“ You are in one of your wayward humors to¬ 
night, Britannia.” 

“ Speak, sir, if you please—I attend,” said 
Brighty, now really serious. 

“I wish, then, to set before you the claims this 
young Frobisher has to your attention.- You see 
what his personal merits are, besides’ which he is 
wealthy. He is .promised the reversion of the 
title that you will bear ; he admires and wishes 
to marry you. Finally, he can place you near 
the head of London sboiety ! ” 

“ Have you done, sir ? ” 

“ Yes.” 

“Then, if this gentleman should honor me 
with the offer of his hand, I should most respect¬ 
fully decline it 1 ” 

“ Why, Britannia ? ” 

“ Why ? First, because I am pledged ! ” 

“ But I release you 1 ” 

“ Seoondly, then, because I could not be proud 

“ Not proud of him—handsome, elegant, ac¬ 
complished, and a member of the English aris¬ 
tocracy ? ” 

“ No, I could not honor him in my heart.* He 
wants the prestige of age, wisdom, a name made 
glorious by himself; ho wants all , in fact, that I 
most highly honor in you.” 

“ But, Britannia, he may gain all this; nay, 
his sun may be rising to its meridian glory while 
mine will be declining.” 

“Lastly, then, I must refuse him beoause i 
love another! ” 

“ Love another, Brighty! Oh, Heaven ! ” 

“ Yes another—I love you ! ” 

“ Love me —at last , Brighty ?” 

“Yes, I love you at last, my dearest and best 
friend. Hearts are not won in a day !—Bless me! ” 
and Brighty turned and dropped her head upon 
his bosom. He folded her in his arms, murmuring, 
“My boon, my blessing, my comfort! I do 
bless —I bless thee /” 


Having been duly apprized of the intended 
marriage, Mr. Frobisher set out for Washington 
the next day. 

A month had now passed away, during which 
no intercourse was held between Mont Crystal 
and the Isle of Rays. The separation of the 
families was aB complete as though the Atlantic 
had frozen up between them. Louise, timid, 
docile, pliable, and ever under the influence of 
those nearest to her, made no effort to rejoin her 
mother, or to reooneile the families. Louis con¬ 
tinually cheered her with the hope that this es¬ 
trangement would pass away—that all would be 
genial again. On the next Sabbath day, after 
morning service, a quiet, respectable wedding 
party filed out of the Stuart-Gordon pew and ar¬ 
ranged itself before the altar. It consisted of 
General Stuart Gordon, attended by Brutus Lion, 
and Miss Britannia O’Riley, attended by Ger¬ 
trude, and in ten minutes from the opening of 
the prayer-hook at the marriage ceremony, Gen¬ 
eral and Mrs. Stuart-Gordon received the con¬ 
gratulations of their friends. A travelling car¬ 
riage, with two outriders, was at the church door. 
On leaving the church, General Stuart-Gordon 
handed his bride into the carriage where Louis 
and Louise were already seated, and the whole 
party set out on a bridal tour to Niagara and the 
lakes. [to be continued.] 


For the National Era. 

THE NORTHERN TOURNAMENT. 


Arouse New England’s sons 
From every clan and party 
Come forth! ye chosen ones 


And battle for the right! 
Come not for words of praising, 


And for yonr names no lofty shaft 
Shall lift its head on high, 




Come from the cliffs whose mighty forms 
Stand ronnd about the bay, 

Where, freighted with a Nation’s germ, 

The lonely « May Flower” lay— 

From the rooks which beard their thankful prayer, 
When, an Era in all-time, 

The Pilgrims kept their Sabbath 
Beneath the snow-clad pine. 


Come f 


nt hill-si: 


From ytmr lakes and glorious 6 
From where through mountain passes 
The Borealis gleams; 


From the workshop and the mill— 
Bring bnrniug lips and warm hearts, 

Be ye worthy of yonr ancestry, 

Stand by the truths they cherished! 

:r the battle fields 






Bring no gloat 

On haughty Templar’s field; 
But as with BOlemn steps ye pass 
The graves of those of yore, 
Let the high priests of Freedom 


Look! how the ca 
See the .million 
See! impatient f 


■While from their Factory wi 
Want's toiling daughters, 
Earnest watch the tide of ba 
And cheer the freemen on! 


Unlike "the hanghty knights who graced 


Virginia’ 


bring plain forms, of Yankee mot 
By honest labor benU- 
Tongues more unfettered than the wi 

The Templar’s mail beneath! 


Around our dauntless heroes, 

From the workshop, field, and flood, 
Smile no proud dames with garments 
Red with their sisters’ blood; 


■ “ Queen ef Beauty ” waits 
'he path of Freedom’s storn 
; is no earthly Bpirit, 


She lived tefore Oppreesion’s 1 
O’er human rights had trod; 
She stood and bowed, ere shone 
Before the throne of God! 


And at His awful bidding, 
She came to bless the wo 
And she shall stay, to see 1: 
Earth’s latest tyrant hui 


nr Goddess, 
me bow down, 
’the Boeptre, 


From the pearly gates of morning, 
From the golden-curtainod West, 
Roll the freemen’s thunder shoutings 
O’er the Alleghany’s crest! 


Yonr redemption draweth nigh! 
Lo! the beaming of your day star 
Illumes the Northern sky! ■ 


Hark! the voices of the heralds! 

And the swell of Freedom’s song 
The mighty line is moving! 


Now from the Northern ramparts 
Peals the charging trumpet hoarse! 
And the Northmen on their steeds of fi 


As the rush of many waters. 

As the tempest in its might, 

As comes the fearful avalanche 
Adownthe Alpine height— 

So cometh on for Freedom, 

The gathering hos’s of God the 1 
Let Tyranny oive way!! 


Salemj Mass., February 17, 1850. 


THE CHRISTIAN ANTI-SLAVERY CONVENTION. 


The welfare of man is the highest object of 
Christian labor ; it is the object for which Christ 
came into the world. Love-to God is demonstrated 
by our labors for the temporal and spiritual good 
of mankind. If we fail in this, we have no right 
to claim the Christian name. But thus to labor, 
we must feel that every man is our brother, and de¬ 
mands from us a brother’s affections and a broth¬ 
er’s care. No .abjectness of character, no degra¬ 
dation in vice, no condition of ignorance, no low¬ 
ness of social rank, no Toss of caste, no difference of 
of race, no color of the skin, should make us for¬ 
get that all men are brethren. To forget this is 
to repudiate the Gospel, to deny Christ, and to 
bring upon ourselves the wrath of an offended 
God. It is the want of this Christian spirit in 
the churches, obliterating the distinction be¬ 
tween those in and those out of the church, that 
that now demands from all whose religion is more 
than a mere outward profession, an investigation 
of the causes why the churches in our land are 
not carrying out practically the doctrine of human 
equality. 

In view of this condition of things, we would 
urge all Christians who desire the churches to 
take the highest ground in the recognition of the 
rights of every man to civil, religious, and per¬ 
sonal liberty, to meet in convention on the third 
Wednesday in April next, in the city of Cincin¬ 
nati, for the purpose of adopting such measures 
as the convention may in its wisdom devise, for 
freeing the American Israel from all connection 
with the sin of slavery. 

Now, brethren, do not forget the time, and be¬ 
gin at once to make your arrangements for the 
occasion. Prove your love to God and man by 
making sacrifices for the glory of the ONE, and 
for the happiness of the other. 

We take the liberty to suggest to the friends 
of the object that there are brethren whose voices 
should be heard iu the convention, but whose 
means are not sufficient to allow them to take the 
journey to Cincinnati. We hope that such breth¬ 
ren will be provided for by their neighbors, to 
meet their travelling expenses, so that the con¬ 
vention may have the benefit of their counsels. 
And whatever can be done in this matter, let it 
be quickly done, in order that we may have the 
assurance in time that these brethren will be 


Charles Boynton, 
Wm. Henry Brisbane, 
B. P. Aydelott, 

S. C. Stevens, 

A. Benton, 

Joseph T. Lewis, 
Samuel Lewis, 

E. Goodman, 

S. H. Chase, 

M. C. Williams, 

Levi Coffin, 

James C. White, 
Jonathan Cable, &c., 


SPEECH OF MR. HALE, OF NEW HAMPSHIRE, 


THE TERRITORIAL QUESTION. 


In SenAte, Tuesday, March 19, 1850. 

The Senate having under consideration the 
promise resolutions submitted some time since by 

Mr. HALE. Mr. President, it seems to have 
admitted by almost every one who has addressed the 
Senaie on the subject which lias for some time past 
, .. - ■ • body, that the Senate 


ana the country at large are di vided into two classes— 
I will not say two great classes, but one large and 
one very small One; that the great body of the Senate 
and of the coimiiy are patriotic; that they earnest¬ 
ly and anxiously desire that the distracting questions 
which divide and harass the country may be settled 
upon some just and patriotic grounds; while on the 
other hand, there are a few, designated os extremists, 
or ultraists,. who do not desire to see any such end 
effected; who desire, ini other words, to promote agi- 
' '' ■ ’ ixious for nothing hut trouble and 


disturbance; whose sole 

irritation that already exists in the community—to 
keep the public mind sore, the public pulse throbbing 
irregularly with feverish heat. Nothing, it is Said, is 
so strange as the physical and moral organization of 
these few gentlemen; agitation is the aliment upon 
which they feed, and by which they jive,: take away 


that, and their life, their occupation, all . 

nishes them with a motive for living, is-gone. 

Now, I have not a word to say personally agalnsf 
this ; I am glad, sir, that these y&aistsA f they do . 
nothing more, at least ammmplI&frtlvL rulcft-gSui— 
that they afford this'wholesome safety-valve to these 1 
extra exhibitions of patriotism on the part of those 
who are in the habit of addressing the Senate. Hard¬ 
ly any one seems to suppose that he has discharged 
the duty whiebhe owes to the country, ordone what 
he ought to do to satisfy his constituents, unless he 
mingles with the suggestions which he makes whole¬ 
sale denunciations against those ■ultraists— those agi¬ 
tators ; and even the calm and judicial mind of the 
Senator from North Carolina, who has jus concluded 
his .remarks, is so infected with the prevailing mania, 
that even he, educated as he has been upon the 
bench, where he learned to sanction a line of safe 
precedents, could not sit down satisfied that he had 
discharged his duty, until he had relieved his con¬ 
science of a due proportion of vituperation against 
these miserable fanatics and agitators. 

I think, then, it must be granted that the agitators 
do'some good -atleast by affording a safe and whole¬ 
some channel through which this extra exhibition of 
patriotic indignation may find vent. 1 do hope that, 
if it be not conceded that they do any other good, at 
least ’Credit will be accorded to them fot this much. 

I have not a word to say in reference to the good 
the truth and candor which prompts such a 
I make no appeal to gentlemer^who feel a 
-ness in their own breasts that they are 
= . . by high, pure, and'elevated motives, to 

consider how far it is consistent with a proper self- 
respect' to be continually employed In depreciating 
and attacking the motives of others. 

When 1 obtained the floor, sir, some time since, 
after the address that was delivered by the distin- 
guished Senator from South Carolija, who is not 
now in his seat, I suggested that, according to my 
reading of history, the account whiebhe ha I under¬ 
taken to give of these agitations sounded to my mind 
more like the romance than the truth of history, and 
that I ..’ 


Look at the provisions of that act. Slaves might 
legally be imported into the United States .for ten 
after that act was passed; they might be iinpoxt- 
. nd were as much and as legally a subject of 
property as anything else, but Congress took occa¬ 
sion to regulate that species of property ten years be¬ 
fore the prohibition to the importation of slaves wr- 


take effect, and declared that slaves should not be 
■ied into the Mississippi Territory from any place 
horn the United States, and that any slave car¬ 
ried there became free, and a penalty was imposed 
i those that took them there. 

Slaves were at that time—in 1798—legal articles 
'commerce. Congress had no power under the 
Constitution to prohibit vessels from going to 
foreign countries, and taking cargoes of slaves, and 
bringing them here. They were, under the Consti- 
*'”ion, as legitimately articles of commerce as sugar 
molasses. Well, Congress did undertake, that 
early in 1798, to say that slaves, which were recog- 
......j us articles of commerce in the Slates, should 

carried into the Territories. That fact estab- 
wo points. It shows that Congress legislated 
... .... Territories, and it shows that they legislated 

upon this particular subject within the Territories, 
"fj ", there are other acts of a similar character, 
erecting Louisiana into two Territories, 
j f —.■ ■ thereof, 


.. compelled to call the attention of __ 

to the speech of the Senator from Scuth Carolina 
somewhat in detail; and, in devoting some few mo¬ 
ments to a preparation upon this subject, I endeav¬ 
ored to make something of an analysis of it. Before 
I had proceeded very far in my examinttion, I found 
it assumed the form ofa regular catechisii—questions 
—answers being given. In the first place it- 


menced with a concession of the fact that the Union 
great danger; then it asks— 

low can the Union be presei. 

. - -- - * j -•• this mighty 


“ Answer .—'To give a satisfactory ai 


e>\—To this question there can be 


which 1 pervades all the 3 
tion of the Union. 

“3. What is the c.ause of this discontent 5 
“Answer .—It will be found in the belief of !he 


States, as prevalent as the discan 
“•'* “ tilings uqw are,consistently 




“Answer.—One of the causes is, undoubtedly: to be.traced 
to the long-continued agitation of the slave question on the 
part of the North, and the many aggressions which they 
have made On the rights of the South during the time. I 
will not enumerate them at present, as it will be done here- 
after in its proper place. There is another lying back of it, 
which this is intimately connected, that may br — 
;d as the great and primary cause. That■■■o 


garded as the great and primary cause. That is tob'e found 
in the fact that the equilibrium between tie two sections in 

ratified and the Government put in action, has been de- 

Now, sir. the first act of this Government, in the 
series of these events which has broken up this 
equilibrium and caused this Universal discontent, the 
honorable Senator says, is the Ordinance of 1787. I 
shall not undertake to go particularly into 1 he'history 
of that Ordinance, because it is familiar to the Senate 
and the country, and has been frequently referred to 
by gentlemen who havealready addressed the Senate 
on this subject. This, mark you, is the first in the 
seriqs of Northern aggressions by whichtthe equilib¬ 
rium which once existed has been destroyed. 

Mr. BUTLER. The word “ aggression ” does not 
occur in his speech, in that connection, at all 

Mr. HALE. I do not know exactly whether the 
Senator used the word “ aggression ”, or not; per¬ 
haps he did not. 

Mr. BUTLER, (in his seat.) I know he did not. 

Mr. HALE.* At any rate, it is one of the acts 
which has destroyed the equilibrium. That is it. 
The equilibrium is spoken of by the Senator several 
times, and the Ordinance of 1787 was one of the 
first of this series of events which, he claims, de¬ 
stroyed this equilibrium. And, sir, it is curious that 
this first act of Northern aggression—{tie Ordinance 
of 1787—was adopted in the Convention of 1787,. 
with but a single dissenting vote, and that was a 
Northern vote. Yes, sir, the only vote in the Con-' 
vention of 1787 against this Ordinance, which is said 
to have broken up the equilibrium of the States that 
originally existed, and which was to be perpetuated 
between the Northern and Southern States, was a 
vote from a Northern State--the State of New York; 
{or the delegates from every other State voted unan¬ 
imously for it—the delegates from South Carolina 
among the n umber. 

WeU, sir, what followed ? I propose to show now, 
if the Senate will give me their attention, that this 
famous Ordinance of 1787, which has now got to be 
the Wilmot Proviso, and which is deemed to be so 
insulting to the Southern States of the Confederacy, 
if it is retained in our Federal legislation:; that this 
Ordinance of 1787, older than the Constitution, was 
rerenacted by the first Congress which assembled 
under that Constitution, and in the preamble to the 
act which recognised the Ordinance it is expressly 
recited that it is done in order that its provisions 
shall be made conformable to the Constitution of the 
United States. The act was approved the. 7th Au 
gust, 1781,. and is to be found in chapter 8th of the 
laws of the United States. The preamble ’ — 
read. It is as follows : 


s “Whereas, in oTdra that the f Ordinance of the. United 

have fuSeffcct, it is requisite that certain provisic 
be made, so as to adapt the same to the presenl 
tion ef the United States.” 


IS present Constitu- 


That, sir, was the position of the first Congress 
that assembled under the Federal Constitution; it 
re-enacted and*re-established the provisions of that 
Ordinance. Now, sir, we have been told to-day, as 
well as on previous occasions, that, if this principle 
is insisted on, it is an inflhlt and such a grievous 
wrong that the Southern States, if they remain in 
' Confederacy, will remain not from any principlt 


of attachment to the Union, but from fear of the bit¬ 
ter consequences which might follow secession. Now, 
I undertake to say that I will prove, to the satisfac¬ 
tion of every reasonable man who can read the sta¬ 
tutes of the country, that the principle embodied in. 

-<• ivov --ted by the firsr 


that Ordinance of 1787, „m, it-tumuiey uy me iiibc- 
Congress under the Federal Constitution—who de¬ 
clared that they did it to adapt its provisions to those 
of the Federal Constitution—has been continued to 
be re-enacted, in substance, from the time of Gen. 
Washington, who signed the first act, down to James 
K. Polk, who signed the same provision in the Ore¬ 
gon bill; and that the talk which is raised by gen¬ 
tlemen about making an unequal and unjust discrimi¬ 
nation about property, has no foundation which may 
not with equal justice be alleged against every one 
of the acts of the Federal Government organizing 
Territories, which mark our history from the adop¬ 
tion of the Constitution down to the present time.'; 
I ask the attention of the Senate to the subject. It 
.will be found that, ah early as 1794, on the 22d March, 
by an act of Congress, General Washington then be¬ 
ing President—whilst the foreign slave trade was not 
prohibited, and could not be by the provisions of the 1 
Federal Constitution until. 1808; while the trade in 
foreign slaves was the subject of legitimate commerce, 
under the Constitution; while every citizen of the 
United States had a right, under the laws and the 
Constitution, to go from any port of the United 
States to the coast of Africa and take a cargo of 
slaves and bring them to any port in the United 
States—Congress, in 1794, made a discrimination 
against this speqies of property, and prohibited the 
building or fitting out of any vessel for the purpose 
of carrying slaves to any foreign country : they might 
’ '' ’ ’ ut Congress thus far discrimina¬ 


ted against that species of 
whilst it was a subject of 1 „ 

Constitution of the United Slates. Conj, ... 

interfere, provided the slaves were brought home, 
but they did, and utterly destroyed that species of 


lat species of property as early as 1794, 
a subject of legal commerce under the 


• On the second page of the speech of Mr. Calhoun is the 
following sentence: “ One of iliccauses is,undoubtedly,to 

be traced to the long-continued agitation of F-’- 

1 ■’ jiarl of the North, ’ ■* 


which they 
the time.” - 
At another place, 


l, and the mu; - s 
;n the rights of the Sou 

»e page, he says : 


property a 

was aj||!icl passed under 
provisions- — 


article of commerce, when an attemp. 
to any foreign country. That 
nder Geor~- ** r — T - 


eorge Washington. Its 


“Sec. 1 prohibits building or}fitting out vest 
purpose of carrying slaves to any foreign eSunl 
curing them in any foreign country to-“ 


-....itXfh. 

-... imposes a penalty of: 

>r abetting in fitting out such a 
“See. 3. Anv owner, master, 
’tearing for Africa, or suspectet 


ovisions of this ac 


“ G. WASHINGTON. 

‘Approved, March 22,1794.” 

That is an act passed in 1794. Well, sir, other ac 
of a similar character, only more express and e: 
plicit in their provisions, may be found. In the a., 
of 1798; for the settlement of the limits of the Slate 
of Georgia, and the establishment ofa Govern 
for the Mississippi Territory, passed on the 
April, 1798: 




it for the Missis; 


;o that n 


l tile last article of the Ordinance made for the gov- 
nt thereof by the late Congress, on the.13th of July, 
-h provides that there shall be neither slavery nor 


it unlawful to bring slaves into Mississippi 

a penally of ®300 for*every slave thus brought 

ritory in violation of the —.*-* — 

brought 




And,, sir, is there a citizen of Indiana to-day, who 
will not rise up and do credit to the sagacity and 
philanthropy of John Randolph, when he told them 
that, in the wisdom and sagacity of that exercise of 
- ver, they would find ample remuneration for any 
lporary grievance they might be suffering under, 
by- the present application 7 And, sir, here was a case 
stronger than any which has been or can be presented 
here—a case of a Territory of the United States, set¬ 
tled by freemen, with slavery interdioted, who come 
forward and ask Congress to relieve thetn from that 
interdiction—to relieve them from that prohibition— 
and Congress refused to do it. And they refused to 
do it upon the report from which I have just read- 
made by Mr. John Randolph, of Virginia. 
I [h'nk I may safely leave that part of the 
—J,—..... ’ lg shown 1 that it 


io legis- 


and providing for the temporary government thereof, 
approved the 21st March, 1804, section 10 prohibits 
‘the bringing into said Territory, from any place with¬ 
out the United States, any slave or slaves, and im¬ 
posed a fine of three hundred dollars for any slave so 
imported; and, further, the act prohibited the bringing 
11 '' the Territory any slave or slaves which shall 

_been imported into the United States since the 

1st day of May, 1798, or which shall hereafter be im¬ 
ported. Under the provisions of this act, passed in 
1804, Congress undertook to say that slaves which 
U - J u een imported into one of.the slave States be- 

_ 1.798 and 1804, fair matters of commerce under 

the Constitution, should not he carried into the Ter¬ 
ritory, and imposed a penalty on any one so carrying 
them. Here, then, is an express and explicit recog¬ 
nition, on the part of Congress, of the right and 
authority of Congress thus to legislate upon this 
subject. 

Under the provisions of this law, no one could 
..jovefrom a slave State into the Louisiana Territory 
in 1801, ’2, and ! 3, and carry with him slaves imported 
from'Africa into any State subsequently to 1798. Or 
if they did, they did it in violation of this law, which 
prohibited it. 

I will not weary the Senate by going over the 
history of these several acts. They will, very many 
of thorn, be found in a speeeh .delivered in this body 
on the 20th. June, 1848, by Mr. Dix, then a member 
from the State of New York, and they come down 
to the very last Congress—because the last Congress, 
adhering to the legislation heretofore practiced, pass¬ 
ed the Oregon, bill, containing this very same prohi¬ 
bition, and it was signed by Mr. James K. Polk. He 
certainly must have understood it to be a constitu¬ 
tional prohibition, the constitutional exercise of a 
right vested in Congress, or he never would have 
-igned it. 

The proposition was made in both Houses to put 
he enactment of that clause in the Oregon bill on 
.he ground that it was north of thirty-six degrees 
thirty minutes. Both Houses refused to do it. It 

-- t0 Mr. Polk, and he signed it, and sent it back 

a paper, the substance of which; as T read it, 
that it was constitutional then, but never would 
gain. That, sir, has been the legislation of Con¬ 
gress, older, than the Constitution, coining down 
through successive Presidents—Washington, Adams, 
Jackson, Van Buren, and so on; and, in the organi¬ 
zation of Territorial Governments in Mississippi, 
Louisiana, Florida, and Michigan, all in express 
* —3 recognising this right: sometimes limiting 
— - Jty to a certain class of slaves, in other instances. 1 
excluding it altogether. 

And now we are told that if we adhere to this 
long-established, well-considered construction of the 
Constitution; if we continue to tread in the old path 
which our fathers marked out for us, that the sensi¬ 
bility, the sensitiveness of the South, which has been 
sleeping for more than fifty years, will be galvanized 
into such activity, as to endanger the Union itself. 

Wqll, sir, these arguments may be all potent, hut I 
..ant to put history right. We are told that this 
agitation of the subject of slavery here is something 
new, and the Senator from South Carolina gave it a 
late of fifteen years. He said that it had commenced, 
n 1835, and that as soon as it was introduced, he 
jaw the mischief that was to ensue from it. The 
honorable Senator from South Carolina did not go 
back far enough; agitating papers of the sort com¬ 
plained of came here longer ago than that. He ought 
*- '-ave gone back to 1776, and he would have found 
of the most “agitating” and “fanatical” papers 
he could well find, beginning with the declara- 

_that all men are created equal. The agitaiioti 

of this question of slavery goes back as far as that, 
d it shows what was the action and understanding 

the men of that day. I wish to read --- 

m presented to the first Congress that 
;d under the Federal Constitution, and signed by 
,e of the great minds that framed it. I allude, sir, 

. Doctor Franklin ; not one of these modern “ agi¬ 
tators,” not one of those amphibious animals, that 
have been described as flying, about in the twilight, 
between light and darkness. 

On the 12th February, 1776, Benjamin Franklin, 
President of the Pennsylvania Society for promot¬ 
ing the abolition of slavery, the relief of free negroes 
unlawfully held in bondage, and the improvement of 
the African race, presented a petition, which I send 
the Clerk's table to be read: 

February 12,1790: 

Tenr.s^jvanja Society fpr promoting 


subject, the Ordinance of 1787, I 

- 1 imposed by a part, but tnat it v 

. .le country. It was impressed uj 

lation of the country at its earliest perioc 
tinued there ever since, and it remains mere now. 
What do gentlemen want ? On the principle that 
they contend fpr, that it is an insult, do they want 
‘ j repeal the bill establishing the Oregon Territory? 
)o they want it obliterated from the history of our 
igislation? They can speak for themselves, sir, on 


injurious eflfect upon the South, is it not singular 
that we find nearly every Southern man voting for 

"-•*-y Northern man voting against it, when- 

fered ? At the last session, when a mo- 
ade to insert the Missouri Compromise 
in a Territorial bill, nearly every gentleman repre¬ 
senting a Southern State on this floor voted for it, 
and the Northern men, as a hody, were against it. 
Then, sir, it is the South who were aggressive, and 
who were destroying the equilibrium; and it is the 
North who have resisted it. And further, has not 
every other Southern genileman who has spoken 
here of that Compromise characterized it as a great 
healing measure, and as one that gave quiet, peace, 
and security to the country, and will, do it again, if 
adopted? And is it not a curio'us spectacle that 
they should thus ask us. ta return and settle down 
measures that, in the opinion of 


the abolition of slavery, the relief of free negroes unlawfully 
held in bondage, and the improvement of the African race,;- 


The. memorial respectfully slioweth : 

‘That, from a regard for the happiness of mankind, a 
MBOCtition was formed, several years since, in this Stat( 


. ’itfeens, of various religiot 

nations, for prom oting tiie abolition of slavery,: 
relief of those unlawfully held iu bondage. A j ue 
conception of the true principles of liberty, ai 




ly friends to their cause, and a legislative co-opefatioi 
■ "'—vs, which, by tile blessing of Divine Prov' 

_,_m successfully directed,-® the relieving frot 

bondage a large number of their fellow-creatures, of th. 
African race. They have also, the satisfaction to observe, 
that, in consequence of that spirit of philanthropy and gen¬ 
uine liberty which is generally diffusing its beneficial in¬ 
fluence, simitar institutions are .forming at home and 
abroad. 

... 1 ’ ' all formed by the same Almighty 

_,—.- ... .lis rare, and equally designed for 

<mentof happiness, the Christian religion te; ’ 
*ve,and the political creed of America fully 




They have observed, with real satisfaction, that many im¬ 
portant and salutary powers are vested in you, for ‘pro¬ 
moting the.welfare and securing the blessings of liberty to 
tire people of tile United States;’ and, as they conceive 
that these blessings ought rightfntly to be administered 
without distinction of color to all descriptions of people, so 
they indulge themselves in the pleasing expectation that 
nothing which can be done for the relief of the unhapp) 
objects of their care will be either omitted or delayed. 

“ From a persuasion that equal liberty was originally tilt 
portion and is still the birthright of all men, ami Tnfluencec. 
by the strong ties of humanity and the principles of their 

1 itions, your memorialists conceive themselves f.' 

all justifiable endeavors to loosen the bonds of sit 
iromote a general enjoyment of the blessings o 


impressions, they earnestly entreat yt 


fitly entreat yo 

__ --; that you will 

jleased to countenance the restoration of liberty to the 
unhappy men, Who alone in this land of freedom are c 
graded into perpetual bondage, and who, amidst the general 
joy of surrounding freemen, are groaning in servile sub- 

.’— from the eltaracter of the American people 

promote mercy and justice towards this di 
. and that you will step to the very verge 
sted in JOU, for discouraging every species 


Objection was made to the reception of the peti¬ 
tion, and a debate ensued, when.a motion to refer it 
” a committee prevailed, by a vote of 43 ayes to 11 
ies. It was considered in committee, reported on, 
whole subject was under debate on the 5th, 
" ’ of Mar ‘ ‘ ' 


8th, and 9th o 






ngress may be found 

page 180. I only refer to this history to- 

there were “fanatics” and “ agitators”in earlier 


.. _ iffected with this “ mania” 

amongst those upon whose era* - _ 

.nations that are so freely and frequently heard 

_, is the man who alone of mortal man had vision 

enough to answer the question proposed by the 
Almighly to his servant long ago, when he asked 

thunder? ’ 

Well, sir, I have another document, and a very 
curious one it il, too, referring to the action — ' 


subject later in the history of Congress, i t is to be 
found in the fourth volume of the House Journals, 
page 381, second session of seventh Congress, under 
date of Marell 2, 1803; and it is, sir, a case in point. 
The Territory of Indiana then being under the pro¬ 
visions of the Ordinance of-Freedom of 1787, the 
people of Indiana, through a public meeting, of 
which William Henry Harrison was President, peti¬ 
tioned that this article of the Ordinance of ’87, pro¬ 
hibiting slavery in the Territory, might be suspended 
for a given number of- years—about ten, I believe it 
was. The petition was referred to.a Committee, of 
which the celebrated John Randolph, of Virgit' 
was chairman. .1 desire to read an extract from 
report, because it shows what sentiments obtained in 
Virginia on this subject, in 1803: 

House Journo!, W. 4 ,Page 381-2d SessionTth Congress— 


■ Nor shall I, for the same reason, undertake to show 
it a far greater portion of the revenue baa been disbursed 
-juth then its dpe share; and that the joint effect of 


“Mr. Randolph from the committee to which we.. ... 
ferrerl a letter from William Henry Harrison, President of 
the Convention held at Vincennes, declaring the consent of 
the people of Indiana to the suspension of the sixth article . 
of compact between the United States and the people of 
that Territory, also a memorial and petition of the inhabit¬ 
ants of the said Territory, made the following report: 
u That the rapid population of the State of Ohio sufficiently 

slaves is not necessary to promote the growth and ' 

ment of colonies in that region; that .this labor, dem«- 

dearest of any, can only be employed to advantage 
cultivation of products more valuable than any 

mitteedeem it highly dangerous and inexpedient to impaii 
a provision wisely calculated to promote.the happinessanc 
prosperity of tile Northwestern country, and to give strength 
security to that extensive frontier. In thesalutary op- 
ofthts sagacious and benevolent restraint, it is be- 
'Hl, at no verjr'dis- 


is sagacious and bene 
ie inhabitants of Inch 
y, find ample remuneration 
labor and of emigration. 




subject at 


r -- --mlating businei 

j following resolutions, which are 
!ly submitted to the judgment of the House. 

“ l. Resolved, That it is inexpedient to suspeni 
nited time, the operation of the sixth article of c 
tween the original States and the people and Stai 


be added, that many of the duties were imposed, not for’ 
revenue, but for protection—that is, intended to putnyiney, 
not in the treasury, but directly into the pocket of the 
ufacturers—some conception m - - *- - *■ ' r ' • 

amount, which, in the long corn 
transferred from South to 


to say that it amounts to hunrtreefs of millions of dollars. 
Under the most moderate estimate, it would be sufllcientto 
add greatly to the wealth of the North, and thus greatly in¬ 
crease her population, by attracting emigration from all 
quarters to that section, 

“ This, combined with the greatand primary cause, amply 
prepontierancr—-- 


ate increase of population and States.?’ 

I think it well for the Senator that he did not un¬ 
dertake to show that, for he knows that the duties 
fall upon and are paid by the consumers, be they 
whom .hoy may. A State, therefore, which has a 
, *’ of another 


population fen times greater tl 
State, pays ten times' more revenue. No matter 
where the imports go, those who consume thetn pay 
tile duties upon them. Go into the manufacturing 
towns and villages, where they consume a large 
amount of sugar and other dutiable articles, tjo they 
not pay tile duty on their importation ? And is not 
the fact true always, that it is the consumer, wher- 
he may he, who pays the du ty ? Sir, the fact is 


greater portion of ot 


— ,-- .... revenue has been disbursed at 

iwe North, or,more than its due share. Now, sir, 
that struck me as the most bold assertion in the 
whole speech. Is all history, sir, to be set at nausht 
in this matter? The disbursements greater at the 
North than in the South ! Why, sir, in the State in 
which I live, aside from the expenses of collecting 
revenue, not 850,000 of tile public money has 
spent in fifty years. No, sir, the expenditures 

“ ^. ' not made there; the officers 

not come from the North, nor 

- -made there. What is it that 

consumes one-half, aye, three-fourths, of your reve¬ 
nue, but the army and the navy, and where is it ex¬ 
pended? Why. where your Indian wars occur, 
your Seminole and Creek wavs—in the Southern, and 
-at in the Northern portion of these States. Why, 
r, the idea that an undue proportion o{ the money 
illected by the General Government has been dis¬ 
bursed in the Northern States, is, to say the least, 
one in as direct opposition to the truth of history as 
any statement which could possibly be made. A 
friend has collected for me some statistics showing 
expenditures of the Government, o '■ ' 


'hidi I will refer to, which is well’calculated tc 
How the proportion between the free and the slave 
States. By the returns of the Post Office Depart- 
. 


The second matter which has disturbed the equi¬ 
librium, according to the arguments of Senators, is 
the Missouri Compromise. Sir, I can tell these 
gentlemen that the Missouri Compromise disturbed 
the equilibrium of those Northern Representatives 
that voted for it, more than anything else that ever 
happened; and that is the only equilibrium I ever 
heard of as being disturbed by that Compromise. 
Not only did it disturb their equilibrium, but it threw 
them entirely off it, and, with but very rare excep- 
tions ; these politicians have not yet recovered their 
equilibrium, and; what is more, they never will. 
Well, sir, if, according to the argument of the Sena- 
rfrom South Carolina, the Missouri Compromise 
' such an odious measure, and has had such 


1847, it appears_ 

ifteen fre: States, by way of p»tage, a 
sum exceeding the expenses of the Department in 
these States for that year by 9676,000, while there 
was a deficiency to the same amount in the slave 
States. Thus there was a direct tax collected in 
from the North, to the amount of over 

. °ns year, for that single Department of 

Government; and I apprehend that if the other De¬ 
partments were examined, it would be found that 
the Post Office was in fact the one under which the 
North suffered least. Why, in bur little Stale of 
New Hampshire, there is a direct tax for postage to 
the amount of over 915,000. The revenue collected 
there for postage in that year was 940,680, and the 
expenditures'925,500, leaving us with a direct tax of 
$15,180 for that year I And, sir, it cannot be said 
that these letters were received from commercial 
correspondents, because we have no great commer¬ 
cial emporium in the State,. No, sir, this tax is col- 
’“"’ed from those manufacturing operatives of whom 
uion is sometimes made here. It is a tax on the 
etiens of the human heart, on filial love and rev¬ 
ice, on correspondence with parents, children, 
---friends, and it is collected from the hard-work¬ 
ing men and women ot the North, for the support of 
this Government. Yet we do not complain of it; 
in the face of all this it is rather hard to be told 
: our prosperity is all owing to the undue amount 
of Government expenditures made in the Northern 
States. Why, sir, it would be a curiosity in the part 
of the country in which I live to hear of the expend¬ 
iture among them of a dollar of the money of the 
General Government, over and above just what is 
necessary to collect the revenue to be spent else¬ 
where. So much for thissubject. 

Again, says the Senator from South Carolina 


“Ifto this be added, that many of the duties were imposed, 
not for revenue, but for protection—that is, intended to put 
money, not in the treasury, but directly into the pocket of 


the Senator from South Carolina, has been 
’ and effectual in destroying the equilibrium ? 
%-sir,tbe.Missouri Compromise, which is d- sig- 

_- d by the Senator from South Carolina as the great 

equilibrium-destroyer, has been lauded in our pres¬ 
ence as a measure of peace and concord, and us one 
that the South is willing to take and abide by now. 
Yes, sir, this measure, which Southern gentlemen 
-express their readiness |-j-jwj 


. _„ r __ _ five and a 

__ Senator from South Carolina puts second in his 
list of the measures which have destroyed the equi¬ 
librium and produced discontent in the South ! 
That is all, sir. 

Well, sir, the third measure of which the Senator 
speaks ns destroying the equilibrium between the 
ins, and producing this great discontent in 
outh, is the Oregon bill! if this be so, it must, 
d, have had a wonderfully rapid influence, for it 
inly passed in August, 1848, has been but about 
r and a half in operation, and, indeed, I do not 

_■ whether any despatches have been received 

by this Government, informing us of the: organiza¬ 
tion of the Government instituted at that time; if 
they have been, they have not been laid before Con¬ 
gress Is it possible; then—can the Senator from 
South Carolina be serious, when he mentions the 
egon bill as one of the three measures of the Gov- 
i ment which have produced such universal dis- 
utent at the South that they cannolongi 

... the Union? What possible influence ... 

Oregon hill have had on the South within the brief 
time that has transpired since its passage? I will 
not spend more time on this subject. The charge is 
preposterous. 

I have another document to which I will here 
refer, as it shows that there was discontent and talk 
Of disunion in the South long before this Oregon bill 
was thought of. The Senator from South Carolina 
speaks of the abolition fanatics in 1835, (which is 
the time, as he says; they commenced their opera¬ 
tions,) as being small and contemptible, and as 
having no sort of influence and consideration. Now, 
what was the declaration of the Senator in 1835, 
the very time when he states this faction was so 
small and contemptible? In Niles’s Register oi 
1835, 49th vol., 49th page, is an extract of a letter 
from Joho C. Calhoun to the editor of the Wash¬ 
ington Telegraph. He says; 

“ Since you passed through the ..-.—. 

relation to the Northern fanatics has very greatly increased. 
The indications are, that the South wuibe unanimous in 
their resistance^ and that their resistance will be of die 

if that shouldbe necessary to^arres 

From this it appears that as long ago as 1835, the 
South—alLthe South he speaks for—had come to 
such a unanimous determination to resist the North¬ 
ern fanatics, that, if they could not put them down 
in any other wav, they were ready to dissolve the 
Union. “Smalt and contemptible as this faction 
then was,” to use the language of the Senator from. 
South Carolina, it was potent enough, it seems, t~ 
work up the whole South to a determination to dit 
solve the Union if they were not put down. 

' I wish to call the attention ot the Senate to at. 
other view of this question of the equilibrium. The 
Senator from Georgia, [Mr. Berrien,] in his speech 
the other day, puts this significant question to Sen¬ 
ators from the Northern States. He says: 

“ Now, sir, revert to the period when this Constitutior 
was entered into—when thirteen Confederated States, 
loosely connected together, mutually grasping hands, drew 
more closely the bond of union ; and now tell me, do you 
believe, does an^r man believe, thaUtconsists with 

feeling ofthatmoment, that you shouldcircumscril 

within limits within which, in process of time, it.- ... 

longer exist? That were to deny to us the privilege of ex- 
ercising the rights with which we came into the Constitu- 
tion, in the manner in which we had exercised ' 
exercising them when the Constitution waR lor 


- -- — the bill in 

either House. The next year the duties were large¬ 
ly increased, and I think in someinstances that they 
doubled, and the bill for that purpose passed 


ives, if you will keep them within ye 
t iu the future acquisitions which we r 


by our joint and equal efforts, even of such as are fitted t 
your own peculiar kind of labor, hands off— slavery sha 


originadyriVee ^ ^ ,v - 

...^_j----.. Oonstubti'pUYWc 

Now, sir, it seems to me that an all sufficient 
..aswer to this question is th be found in the fact 
that the Constitution was formed under precisely 
the circumstances on which he speculates. Under 
what circumstances was the Constitution formed, 
sir ? Why, every inch of territory which the Stales 
then owned was subject to this very prohibi¬ 
tion I Every inch of territory ity that provision of 
the Continental Congress,, ratified by the first Con¬ 
gress under the Federal Constitution, was subjected, 
to the inhibition of slavery, and was carved out to 
be admitted into the Union as five free States. The 
Senator’s question, therefore, has a historical ansv 
They not only would have entered the Confedt.. 
tion with such a prohibition, but they actually did 
enter it under just such a s,tate of facts as the ques¬ 
tion presupposes. So much for the “ equilibrium ” 
in this point of view. 

In another part of his speech the Senator from 
South Carolina says, that, next after the Ordinance 
of 1787,-the Missouri Comprom se, and the Oregon 
bill, among the causes which have produced discon¬ 
tent at the South is the system of revenue and dis¬ 
bursements adopted by the Government. He says 

“ The next is the system of revenue and disbursement: 
which has been adopted by the Government. It is wel 
known that the Government has derivedits revenue mainly , 
from duties on imports. I shall not undertake to showtliat 

States, and that the South, as the great exporting portion o* 
the. Union,, has in' reality paid vastly more than her due 
proportion of the revenue; because I deem it unnecessary, 
as the Subject has on so many occasions been fully discuss- 




ransferred (torn Si 


formed of 




- — — j. —-— ....nilrals of millio'ns 

.. Under the most moderate estimate, it would be 

sufficient to add greatly to the wealth of the North, and 
hua|reatl:r^increase her^population by attracting emigra- 

Now, .sir, let us examine this point. It Is the 
tariff, then, that has done injury to the South, and 
produced discontent there. Now, I have been at 
little pains to examine the history of the vari- 
— J —- revenue policy, and I find that 
vas nassed on the 4th of July, 
in the following 


tariffs, ai._ - 
first tariff'.at. 

1789, and the preamble tc 


“Whereas it is necessary, for the support of Government, 
br the discharge of the debts of the United States, and far 
he encouragement and protection of manufactures , that 
lutiesbe laid on goods, wares, and merchandise, import- 




The tariff remained substantially as it was estab¬ 
lished by the act of 1790- with the exception of the 
acts passed during the war, which were considered 1 
as war measures—until 1816. I have not got the 
precise date when that act was approved, but X think 
it was in April, 1816. Then the war was over, and 
it became necessary to abandon the war acts passed 
during its prosecution, and to settle down on some¬ 
thing like a permanent policy, and a tariff act was 
passed. It passed tile House of Representatives, 
yeas 88, nays 54 ; and as the yeas and nays upon it 
are somewhat interesting, I will read them by States: 

Yeas. Nays. Yeas. Nays. 

New Hampshire 1 3 Maryland 2 fl 




South Carol 
Kentucky 


)arolina C 


And at 


of the Representatives from South Carolina. That 
was in. 1816. The tariff policy of the country con¬ 
tinued without material alteration until 1824, when 
another bill on the subject passed the House, yeas 
107, nays 102. South Carolina then changed front 
on the question. But I wish to call the attention of 
the Senate to the vote of New England on the sub¬ 
ject, because she has been considered the greatest 
sinner in regard to it. Her vote on the tariff was 
yeas 15, nays 23, as follows: 

^ Yeas. NaysYeas. Nays. 

New Hampshire 1 5 Ri.ode Island 2 0 


And such had been the uniform policy of that 
portion of the country. But the history of the tariff 


'e been passed show that the Northern 


States have generally objeotcu vu mem, onu mm mo 
against the power and the eloquence of the Senator 
from South Carolina, in 1816, in the House. And 
when this policy was forced on New England, and 
forced on her too by Southern votes, against her own 
wishes, then, sir, the genius, the enterprise, and the 
industry of her people began to accommodate them¬ 
selves to that state of things, and because she flour¬ 
ished under it, it is made a charge against her, and 
forms the next point in the indictment against the 
North for disturbing the equilibrium between the 

Another evil of Which the Senator from South 
Carolina complains, is as follows, to use his own 
language: 

“But while these measures were destroying the equilib- 


ment was leading to a radical change in its character, ’by 
concentrating all the power of the system in itself. The 
occasion will not permit me. to trace the measures by 
which thisgreat change has been consummated. If it did, 
it would notbe difficult to blow that the process commenced 
at an early period of the Government; that it proceeded, 
almost, without interruption, step by step, until it absorbed 


hole^process to establish the fact, it may be done satisfac- 
“ That the Government claims, and practically maintains 


with the political history of^the counfry. That ^it also 
power she claims against all opposition, is equally certain.” 

His charge is, that this Government has changed 
gradually from a federal republic to a consolidated de¬ 
mocracy. Who hasdone it? From the very adop¬ 
tion of the Constitution down to the present time, 
what counsels have prevailed ? Northern or South¬ 
ern ? Who have been the Presidents of the United 
States? Northern men or Southern men? Again, 
with reference to the action of the Supreme Court, 
who have been on the bench of that court? His¬ 
tory will show that there has been no time when 
you would trust Northern men there, so as to consti¬ 
tute a majority. Though a man may have crept to 
the foot of power in the most abject manner, the 
North could never be trusted so far as to have her 
citizens constitute a majority on the bench of that 
court. There has always been a majority of South- 

[SEE FOURTH PAGE.] 
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[continued FROM FOURTH ease.] 

New York rose and offered the resolution, he had 
not reduced it to writing, hut requested the Clerk 
to do so. 1 directed that it should he done by 
the Clerk. The gentleman immediately made a 
motion to lay the resolution on the table, which 
was passed on by the House before the resolution 
had been written by the Clerk at the table. Sub¬ 
sequently I sent word to one of the clerks that 
the resolution must read so as to stop debate on 
the California message, and so directed it. The 
journalizing clerk did not hear the direction 
given to the reading clerk, and the resolution 
was filled up by him. You and the House know 
that it is my duty, as Speaker, to correct the 
Journal of the House. It is read to me the morn¬ 
ing after the adjournment. When the Journal 
was read on the succeding morning, the resolution 
was to stop the debate on the President’s message 
and the California bill, then pending before the 
■Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union. I instructed the Clerk to strike out bill, 
giving him my reason for not entertaining the 
motion to include the bill, namely, that it was a 
privileged question to move to stop debate on the 
message, because it had been referred to the Com¬ 
mittee by the House; but, as the bill had not been 
before the House, and the House had no parlia¬ 
mentary knowledge of the pendenoy of the bill, it 
could not entertain as a privileged motion a reso¬ 
lution to terminate the debate on it. This cor¬ 
rection was made in my room, and the Journal, as 
corrected, was read the next morning to the 
House. The circumstances occurred just as I 
have narrated them. I have nothing more to say. 

Mr. P. King said that he had a very high re¬ 
spect for the Speaker of the House, but that his 
opinions were such that he oould not vote for 
him. As he had stated, the object was to smother 
the California bill in Committee. He had offered 
his resolution for the purpose of getting a vote 
on the bill without connection with any other 
matter. 

Mr. Stephens, of Georgia, inquired if the 
gentleman from New York drew up the resolu¬ 
tion at all? 

Mr.,King replied that the Clerk did. 

Mr. Stephens inquired if he saw the resolution 
after it was voted on ? 

Mr. King replied in the negative. 

Mr. Stephens inquired if the blank was filled 
up ? 

Mr. King stated that the Clerk was directed to 
fill up the resolution by the Speaker in accord¬ 
ance with his motion. He had no idea that it was 
so filled up. When he made the motion, he stat¬ 
ed it distinctly. Having found it was in order, 
he then moved to la,y it on the table. He desired 
a vote on the bill in the House, where the votes 
oould be recorded. 

Mr. Holmes said that, as it' was obvious, after 
the statement made by the honorable Speaker, 
there was do foundation for the charge, he would 
withdraw his motion to appoint a committee. 

After a good deal of discussion and confusion, 

Mr. Holmes then renewed his motion that a 
committee of nine be appointed by the gentleman 
now presiding over the House, [Mr. Winthrop,] 
to investigate the charges made against the hon¬ 
orable Speaker by the honorable Preston King, a 
fcember of this House. 

Mr. (root corroborated what Mr. King had said 
in regard to the resolution offered by that gentle¬ 
man on the 13th inst. He was in favor of refer¬ 
ring the whole subjeot to a committee, and would 
not vote for a resolution casting censure on the 
gentleman from New York. 

Mr. Inge, said that too much had been said al¬ 
ready. He was in favor of a committee. HJs ob¬ 
ject in rising was to move the previous question, 
which he did. 

The previous question was then seconded ; and 
under the operation thereof the motion of Mr. 
Holmes was agreed to—ayes 91, noes 69. 

Thereupon the Speaker appointed the follow¬ 
ing gentlemen to compose the committee to in¬ 
quire into the matter: 

Messrs. Holmes, Vinton, Boyd, Ashmun, Doty, 
Stephens of Georgia, Strong, Gentry, and Rich¬ 
ardson. 


For t he National Era. 

TO THE HON. DANIEL WEBSTER. 

No. 1. 

Dear. Sir : I have just read your late speech in 
the Senate upon the slavery question. 

I trust that, in making some comments upon it, 

1 will not be considered wanting in respect to 
yourself. Humble as I am, I am too proud to flat¬ 
ter ; yet what I have said, 1 say again, that I 
have always regarded you as the largest intellect 
in the nation. Whatever you may say, therefore, 
is at once a matter of importance to all the think¬ 
ing men of the Republic. But, with freemen, no 
man’s opinion is authority. And the humblest 
» citizen may without the imputation of presump¬ 
tion venture to differ even from Daniel Webster. 
But, such now is not my province. I come to- 
shelter myself under the prestige of your great 
name; hoping thereby to win attention to truths, 
whlnli ah]* wiint. a boo-vimr. for their ultimate 
recognition. 

Although this speech is able, broad, and well 
balanced, it is not one which will be proudly re¬ 
ferred to, even by your admirers. Mere intellect 
cannot of itself constitute greatness—such great¬ 
ness, at all events^as men love to cherish. What¬ 
ever utterance fails to strengthen good purposes, 
and to widen the channels of human sympathy, 
and to increase the prospects of the amelioration 
of the ills of humanity, were well not to be utter¬ 
ed at all. 

Others, like you, cherish the Union of these 
States. A constitutional Government which pro¬ 
tects us from foreign subjection, and gives us a 
large share of security to life, liberty, and pro¬ 
perty at home, is a great thing. Any man, who 
should mount one principle as “ a war horse to 
ride” it down, would be as mad aB he who would 
extinguish the sun, as you say, because of its 
spots. Though African slavery be a great evil 
and wrong, it is not the greatest evil, or the great¬ 
est wrong, possible. For my part, regarding sla¬ 
very, as it exists in America, as the most atrocious 
ofall despotisms, 1 yetpreferit—greatly prefer it— 
to anarchy. Any Government on earth is better 

But are we reduced to this miserable alterna¬ 
tive ? I trust we are not. As little manliness and 
reason as there is left among us, I believe there 
is enough to Bave us from suoh a humiliating, 
oonfession. 

I was asked in Cincinnati, last winter, “ would 
there be a dissolusion of the Union?” I said no; 
the North would recede from her position; the 
South would get all she asked. That the cry pf 
disunion would be used to curry a point, as boys 
muddy the water to catch lobsters! I claim no 
great credit for sagacity; 1 had seen the: thing 
before! 

The position of affairs compel us, then, to look 
at the Union as it is, and at its possible dissolu- 

As much as the Union is to be loved, it is not 
to be loved more than a national conscience. If 
the idea, all along held, that slavery, by the terms 
of the Constitution, was to be allowed time “ to 
die out” with decency, be ill founded, and the 
Constitution is to be so “ compromised” that slave 
and free States shall receive equal encouragement 
and protection, and slavery and freedom be equal¬ 
ly extended forever, I prefer dissolution to that! 

If the Constitution is to be made vital, in the 
free States, to the returning a slave into bondage, 
but not potent to protect a freeman from slavery 
in the South, I prefer dissolution to that! I say 
nothing of Lynch law and proscription upon na¬ 
tives of the South, for exercising the liberty of 
speech, that would not be remedied by dissolution. 

If the moral influence of our declaration of 
rights, our example as a republic, our personifica¬ 
tion of liberal opinions, is to be lost to our own 
self-elation, and to the “ glory of mankind,” and 
our domestic and foreign policty is to be made 
subservient to slaveholding will and to slave¬ 
holding sentiments, I prefer dissolution to that I 
If the national spirit of the “ compromise ” must for¬ 
swear justice and humanity forever, and bow down 
to an altar consecrated to crime, where up-headed 
manliness can never venture with honor to itself 
or respect from others—then give me dissolu- 
ton! Give me justice—give me the true princi¬ 
ples of liberty—give me manliness—give me trust 
in humanity—give me faith in God—and I will 
risk in the reconstruction of society, and the re¬ 
organization of nations. Knowing well that some¬ 
thing better may happen—but that nothing morse 
can come than such a union—a body without a 
soul, that stinks in the nostrils of sentimfent, of 
reason, and of religion! 

Whilst, then, I commend your submission to 
law; your determination to pass laws, in good 
faith, for the return of fugutives from service; 
and your determination to stand by the pledged 
faith of the Government, in regard to the admis¬ 
sion of four more slave States from Texas, if she 
will it—your fixed purpose, in or out of the pub¬ 
lic councils, to stand upon “the penalties of the 
bond ”—I cannot but regret that you did not feel 
it your duty, as a Northern Senator, as Daniel 
WebBter, as a man, to say a word in favor of free¬ 
dom, whioh would encourage its friends, and carry 
terror into the hearts of its enemies. 

Twenty millions of men, spread from sea to sea! 

If there be not a man of great sbul among them, 
it is more a cause for tears and contrition than of 
triumph and laudatory poetry! 

It is a subject of regret, that you did not equally 
as decisively lay down the platform of defenoe, 
where liberty is to entrench herself against the 
assaults of those who, you confess, have moved 
from the ground occupied at the formation of the 
Constitution, and now threaten to enter, with 
• bloody feet, upon consecrated ground, or to de¬ 
stroy the temple of our common worship; that 
you have not said for your “section,” what Mr. 
Calhoun has said for his; that, at all hazards, 
Northern freemen shall remain so, even to the 


throwing down the stone walls of Charlestown or 
New Orleans ; that free territory, by Mexican 
law, by American law, and by “nature’s law,” 
shall remain free, though Southern madmen rage 
in wordy war in Congress, or Guattlebums march 
to drum and fife in the field ; that right wrongs no 
man, and that manliness and fair dealing compel 
you to say what you intend to do, that the North 
and South may learn that you do homage, if not 
to a “ Wilmot’s,” at least to “Nature’s” proviso. 

In my humble judgment, these issues have to be 
met at last; the sooner the better for us, and for all 
mankind. 

This is no time for “ courtly complaisance.” It 
is not necessary to go to Europe to see a war of 
extermination and despair; here and now are 
blood and crime, and a death struggle. Liberty 
and Slavery cannot co-exist! One or the other 
must triumph utterly. 

“ Where are you to go ? ” You will lie allowed 
to take “ no fragment upon whioh to float away 
from the wreck.” The good old ship “ Constitu¬ 
tional Liberty ” must be kept afloat (to continue 
your metaphor) by strong arms and gallant hearts, 
or else the piratical hull “Slavery” will send you 
and us where tyrants in all ages have sent and 
will send all who submit not unqualifiedly to 
themselves—to the bottom ! 

Respectfully, I am your obedient servant, 

C. M. Clay. 

Madison Co. Kentucky , March 20,1850. 
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THE COURSE OF MR. WEBSTER-TWO VIEWS 
OF THE CONSTITUTION. 

Change of opinion or policy in a statesman of 
mature years and established reputation tends to 
his discredit, by bringing his judgment or integ¬ 
rity under suspicion. Hence the indignation with 
whioh public men resent any charge against their 
consistency, and the profound anxiety they mani¬ 
fest to vindicate it. They are as much aggrieved 
by the imputation of change, as they would be by 
that of corruption; and no disclaimer of in¬ 
tention to assail their motives, will palliate the 
offence of attributing to them views different 
from those they formerly held. One cannot but 
observe how much time is spent by leading mem¬ 
bers of the Senate in repelling assaults upon their 
consistency, and in labored attempts to prove that 
with them there is nothing new under the sun, 
but that what they have been, they are now, and 
always will be. Even those who deolaim most 
eloquently of the march of mind and progress of 
the age, would have, it understood, that they have 
long since attained the perfection of human wis¬ 
dom—the progress they preach is only for the ig¬ 
norant, uninformed masses. 

Mr. Webster, finding on his desk a scrap of 
printed paper, quoting his strong declaration in 
1848 against all extension of slavery, and all com¬ 
promise on the subjeot, understood it as an attack 
on his consistency, and he defied any man to show 
what there was in his late speeoh that conflicted 
with that declaration. Nothing, certainly, so far 
as the letter was concerned, but everything, in the 
spirit. The spirit of the declaration of 1848, and 
that of the speech of 1850, are just as unlike each 
other as the Public Opinion of the North and the 
Publio Opinion of the South. 

But, we charge Mr. Webster with having 
changed his policy in the course of two years, to 
the same extent that we charge that Gen. Cass 
changed his policy after the introduction of the 
Wilmot Proviso. The General was at first in 
favor of the Proviso, and would have voted for 
it; but, in the winter of 1847, he published a 
manifesto against it. Mr. Webster, when that 
paper was issued, was in favor of applying the 
Wilmot Proviso to all territory belonging to the 
United States: whenever he had occasion to vote, 
his vote was given for that measure; and, in the 
Presidential campaign of 1848, he claimed the 
Wilmot Proviso as his “ thunder.” Then, he was 
in favor, of incorporating it in any Territorial 
Government that might be formed for New Mex¬ 
ico. At the last session of the last Congress, too, 
he labored with all his might, and successfully, 
too, to defeat any plan for the organization of 
Territorial Government which did not prohibit 
slavery. 

But, in 1850, while avowing that his hostility 
to the extension of slavery continues, he casts 
away with scorn his “ thunder.’ 1 solemnly de¬ 
clares that he will vote against the introduction 
of the Wilmot Proviso in a territorial bill for 
the Government of New Mexico—and, of course, 
in one for the Government of Deseret. The pol¬ 
icy which he insisted on one year ago, in relation 
to all the Territories of the United States, he now 
formally renounces in relation to all the Territo¬ 
ries of the United States. 

Is not this the exact truth ? Mr. Webster has 
changed his position and policy. It is folly for his 
friends to attempt to deny the fact. 

Was he in favor of incorporating the Wilmot 
Proviso in any bill for the establishment of Ter¬ 
ritorial Government in 1848 ? If he were not, he 
deceived the People. If he were, then is he 
changed in 1850—for he is now against the in¬ 
corporation of the Proviso in any suoh bill. He 
may profess now the same sentiment of opposition 
to the extension of slavery, that he always avow¬ 
ed, but, we are not inquiring into his sentiments: 
what concerns the public is, his policy. 

That is changed —and no sophistry, no artifice of 
language, no imposing pomp of declamation, no 
indignant denial, can make the People believe 
otherwise. 

On reflection, we cannot feel much surprise at 
the present position of the distinguished Senator. 
It is more in harmony with his views of the rela¬ 
tions of the Constitution to slavery, than was his 
course in 1848; if we may infer those views from 
hiB despatch to Mr. Everett, our Minister to the 
Court of St. James, respecting the Creole affair, 
and from his letter to Lord Ashburton of the 1st 
August, 1842, in regard to the coastwise slave 
trade. He then held that “ a vessel on the high 
seas, beyond the distance of a marine league from 
the shore, is regarded as part of the terri¬ 
tory of the nation.” He proceeded to demand 
that slaves on board American vessels, on the 
high seas, driven by Btress of weather into the 
ports of the British West Indies, he exempt 
from the law of England which prohibits the re¬ 
lation of slavery within her jurisdiction—and he 
insisted that the relation between the American 
master and his slave, in suoh oases, could not be 
dissolved, unless in disregard of the law, the 
comity and practice of nations. 

This reasoning necessarily assumed that the 
relation of master and slave continued in force, 
in American vessels, on the high seas, under the 
national flag, within the exclusive jurisdiction of 
the nation. If this principle be sound; if the 
trader in slaves from Virginia may hold his 
slaves beyond the jurisdiction of that State, in a 
vessel belonging to the nation, on the high seas, 
beoause she is to be regarded as a part of the ter¬ 
ritory of the nation, and subjected exclusively to 
its jurisdiction, certainly he may carry them into 
any territory of .the .United State, on terra firma, 
and hold them there, within the exclusive juris¬ 
diction of the Union. If the transfer of a Blave 
from the soil of Virginia, to the hold of an Amer¬ 
ican vessel, on the high seas, do not change his 
relation, but, the right of the owner continue un¬ 
impaired, then, the transfer of a slave from Texas 
to New Mexico, does not change his relation, but 
he still continues in subjection to his owner. The 
assumption and advocacy of this principle receiv¬ 
ed the emphatic commendation of Mr. Calhoun. 
He saw at once its important bearings. It na¬ 
tionalized slavery—it asserted for it the right to 
go wherever the flag of the Union would. And 
the slaveholders now are warranted in callii^ 
upon Mr. Webster to apply to the territory of 
the nation, on terra firma , the same principle he 
sought to enforce in application to the territory 
of the nation on the high seas. If he now 


deny that slaveholders may take their slaves into 
territory of the United States, and hold them 
there, what becomes of his assumption in 1842, 
that they might carry their slaves on the high 
seas in national vessels, a part of the territory of 
the United States, and hold them there? If the 
assumption he true in one case, it is in the other. 

If false in one, it is in the other. If the slavesof 
Virginia become free by taking them into terri¬ 
tory of the United States, because there is no 
law recognising slavery there, they become free 
by taking them on board a vessel on the high 
seas, belonging to the United States, because 
the jurisdiction of the United States is ex¬ 
clusive, and that has no law recognising slavery 

We cannot too often insist upon the strict con¬ 
struction of the Constitution in relation t5 this 
subject. 

Slavery is simply a municipal institution. It 
exists by force of the laws which recognise it, and 
only so far as the jurisdiction of the power mak¬ 
ing such laws, prevails. Slavery in Virginia is 
the creature of Virginia law, and can have no ex¬ 
istence beyond its bounds, in virtue of that law. 
When a slave from that State escapes into any 
other State of the Union, he would become free, 
(the force which bad'held him as a slave, being no 
longer upon him,) were it not that the Constitu¬ 
tion of the United States interposes, lays its hands 
upon him, and holds him subject to reclamation 
by him who was in Virginia his owner. But, let 
such slave pass out on the high seas, in an Amer¬ 
ican vessel, and what laws hold him in bondage ? 
Virginia law has no extra-territorial force, and 
therefore has no power over him. Only one juris¬ 
diction exists now, that of the United States. 
But, does any law of the Union recognise the 
slave relation under such circumstances ? What 
law ? The Government of the Union is a Gov¬ 
ernment of grants. What grant of power is there 
in the Constitution to create or adopt a slave 
code? None. The framers of the Constitution, 
assuming that slavery was a strictly local institu¬ 
tion, that the slave could be held as such only in 
the territory under whose laws he was kept in 
bondage ; that, therefore, should he pass beyond 
the jurisdiction of such territory, he would of 
right and in fact be free, made a special provision 
to meet the case;—that is, they continued the 
force (necessary to hold the slave to service) be¬ 
yond the boundaries of the State in whioh he was 
held, into other States—provided the slave should 
escape from it into any of them. But did they go 
further ? Did they provide that he should con¬ 
tinue a slave, who should he carried out of a slave 
State upon the high seas, under the national 
flag ? Let such a provision be pointed out. It 
cannot be done. Slaves taken on board an Amer¬ 
ican vessel at Richmond, Virginia, or any other 
Southern port, become freemen, when suoh vessel 
has reached the highway of nations, and has pass 1 
ed within the exclusive jurisdiction of the United 
States. And the same is true, when they pass 
from any slave State, into New Mexico and 
.Deseret. 

This view of the Constitution divorces slavery 
from the Government of the United States, and 
regards it solely as a municipal institution, exist¬ 
ing by and under State laws. The opposite view, 
if acted upon, nationalizes slavery, and plants it 
wherever the flag of the Union waves. 

DEATH OF MR. CALHOUN. 

Died, on the morning of Sunday, March 31st, 
the Honorable John C. Calhoun, at his lodgingB, 
in the city of W ashington. 

Mr. Calhoun suffered all the winter from a 
bronchitis, whioh at last terminated fatally. His 
profound interest in public affairs continued un¬ 
abated to the last. 

He was born March 18, 1782, and was just 
turned sixty-eight when he died. Forty years of 
his life were spent in the publio service, in posi- 
tionsof great responsibility, and few of our states¬ 
men have wielded so much influence. Eminently 
Southern in his feelings, and believing that the 
peonliar institutions of the South constituted the 
conservative element of the Republic, the great 
aim of his statesmanship waB to secure and per¬ 
petuate their ascendency in the national councils; 
and the intellectual vigor, the sagacity, boldness, 
energy, and decision of purpose, with which he 
labored to secure this end, gave him a power in 
at least one section of the Union, which no other 
man possessed. He has left no successor, and we 
rejoice at this, for however we may have admired 
the courage with which he avowed his objects, the 
directness and pertinacity with which he pursued 
them, and the great resources of statemanship he 
displayed in combating the opposition brought 
to bear against him, still the complete success of 
his policy would be, in onr judgment, equivalent 
to a oomplete subversion of the Union. 

In private life, Mr. Calhoun sustained a spotless 
reputation, and his personal friends regarded him 
with profound respect and enthusiastic admiration. 


THE NASHVILLE CONVENTION. 

Numerous movemeuts in the South warrant the 
belief that the Nashville Convention will not ful¬ 
fil the expectations of its projectors. The Whigs 
who foolishly enough suffered themselves to he 
entrapped in the measure, show a strong disposi¬ 
tion to separate themselves from it. 

Several newspapers are busied in collecting ex¬ 
tracts from Southern journals, and from the pro¬ 
ceedings of Southern meetings, hostile to the pro¬ 
posed Convention, but we have no room for such 
things. Indeed, we have never felt any anxiety 
about this Convention, not apprehending that the 
fate of the Union or the interests of the country 
depended upon its meeting or not meeting. True, 
the projeot has created a little panic among the 
tradespeople of New York, a few statesmen well 
stricken in years, and also in the University at 
Notre Dame; and the Washington Union, too, 
has used it as a bugbear to frighten the dough¬ 
faces into patriotic submissiveness—but the meet¬ 
ing of the Convention will dissipate all these idle 
fears. We rather favor the projeot. We are 
anxious to Bee a full development of the designs 
of those engaged in it. There have been rumors 
that the President had given orders so to arrange 
the military and naval forces Of the Republic as 
to overawe the Convention; and then'it was an¬ 
nounced that he would issue his proclamation 
against its assembling! There was bo much, 
probability in these very rational rumors, that the 
Intelligencer and Republic both deemed it necessary 
to come out with solemn denials of any Buch 
movements or intentions on the part of the Ad¬ 
ministration! Thereupon, the Washington Un-^ 
ion copies these denials, under the title,•“ Impor¬ 
tant,” quotes with grave emphasis the reported 
saying of the President, that “ when the Union 
cannot subsist without the sword, it will not be 
worth preserving,” and begs that this may have 
its due weight upon the fanatics and Free-Soilers, 
and cause them to desist from the mad scheme of 
keeping slavery by law out of free territory—be¬ 
cause, if they do not, the Nashville Convention 
will be held, and the South may dissolve the 
Union, and General Taylor may refuse to inter¬ 
fere! ! 

Well, this is terrible. 

Then, we have divers patriotic demonstrations 
elsewhere. Some of the Northern Legislatures 
pledge men and money to sustain the Union, and 
members of Congress, ambitious of au impressive 
peroration, wind up their speeches by telling 
what a thick array of armed legions is ready to 
be marshalled for the defence of the Union against 
all foes, come they from the North or the South! 

We are filled with admiration at these warlike 
menaces. They are as valorous as the bluster of 
the Chivalry. 

People have a right to assemble at Nashville, 
or anywhere else, to discuss their supposed griev¬ 
ances. The Nashville Convention will, we doubt 
not, prove a very innocent affair. It will not 
meet to dissolve the Union, but should it desire 
suoh a thing, it will have no power to do it. Fif¬ 
teen Statos are not to be read out of the Union by 
suoh a Convention as that. It may lay down a 
platform for such a Southern organization as shall 


secure to the South the Presidency in 1852 ; or 
it may go so far as to prepare a plan of Disunion, 
and recommend its adoption by the several States. 
It cannot go beyond this. Should such a plan he 
agreed upon, then it would have to be discussed 
in the several States, and the Legislatures thereof 
would find it necessary, provided sufficient ma¬ 
jorities could be hod, to call Constitutional Con¬ 
ventions of the People, to. determine in their sove¬ 
reign capacity whether they would consent to 
such an organiq ohange in their relations as would 
release them from all connection with the Union. 
As all this would be a long process, the free 
States would have plenty of time to deliberate 
whether they should stand or run. To run now 
might furnish an excuse for the non-assembling 
of the Nashville Convention—and this would be 
unfortunate, as the country would then never 
know what the projectors of the movement really 
intended. We wish to see the game played out— 
to know how far our Southern countrymen really 
design to go. That having been ascertained, 
then, if the North shall choose to submit, it can 
do so intelligently, if not magnanimously. For 
the sake of political science, we hope it will not 
show the white feather too soon. 

For the N ational Era. 

LINES 

On the Portrait of a celebrated Magazine Publisher , 
mho has lately saved the Union and lost a Con¬ 
tributor. 

A moony breadth of virgin face, 

By thought unviolated; 

A patient mouth, to take from acorn 
The hook with bank notes baited! 

Its self-complacent sleekness shows 
How thrift goes with the fawner— 

Which nice folks caU dishonor! 

A pleasant print to peddle ont . 

In lands of rice and cotton; 

The model of that face in dough 
Would make the artist’s fortune. 

While others vainly woo her, 

In proof how mean a thing can make 
A great man of its doer. 

To whom shall men thyself compare, 
Since-common models fail ’em, 

Sate slassic goose of ancient Rome, 

Or sacred ass of Baalam ? 

The gabble of that wakeful goose 
Sived Rome from sack of Brennus; 

The braying of the prophet’s ass 
Botrayed the angei’s menace! 

So, Then Guy Fawkes, with silken skirt, 

Aid azure-tinted hose on, 

Was twisting from thy love-lorn sheets 

An earthquake blast that would have tossed 
The Union as a feather, 

Thy instinct saved a perilled land 
And perilled purse together. 

Jnst think of Carolina’s sage 
Sett whistling like a Dervish, 

Of Qtattlebum in iniddle air 
Perffirming strange drill-service! 

Doomed, like Assyria’s lord of old, 

Wto fell before the Jewess, 

Or sad Abimeleoh, to sigh: 

Thou saw’st beneath a fair disguise 
The danger darkly working, 

In towing looks and laughing eyes 
The cunning mlsohief lurking. 

Hov keen to scent the hidden plot! 

low prompt wert thou to balk it, 

With patriot zeal and pedler thrift, 
for country and for pocket! 

Tiff likeness here is doubtless well, 

Oti auction-block and negro-jail 
Idmiring eyes should view it. 

Or, hnng aloft,, it, well might grace 
The nation’s Senate Chamber— 

Agreedy, Northern bottle-fly, 

Preserved in Slavery’s amber! 

J. G. W. 
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HONORS TO THE MEMORY OF MR. CALHOUN. 

The House of Representatives, on meeting last 
Monday, suspended business until resolutions in 
relation to the death of Mr. Calhoun should be 
acted npon in the Senate. In that body the read¬ 
ing of the Journal was dispensed with, and Mr. 
Butler rose to announce the death of his col¬ 
league. He read a short memoir of the deceased, 
reciting the principal events of his life, and com¬ 
menting upon his services and prominent charac¬ 
teristics with judgment and good taste. Mr. Clay 
and Mr. Webster, whose political career had 
commenced about the same time as that of Mr. 
Calhoun, spoke handsomely and feelingly of his 
character aud publio services. Messrs. Rusk 
and Clemens made some brief remarks, and the 
Senate then passed the following resolutions, of¬ 
fered by Mr. Butler: 

Resolved, unanimously , That a committee be ap¬ 
pointed by the Vice President to take order for 
superintending the funeral of the Hon. John 
Caldwell Calhoun, whioh will take place to¬ 
morrow, at 12 o’clock meridian; and that the Sen¬ 
ate will attend the same. 

Resolved, unanimously , That the members of the 
Senate, from a sincere desire of showing every 
markofrespect due to the memory ofthe Hon. John 
Caldwell Calhoun, deceased, late a member 
thereof, will go into mourning for him for one 
month, by the usual mode of wearing crape on 
the left arm. 

Resolved , unanimously , That, as an additional 
mark of respect to the memory of the deceased, 
the Senate do now adjtrurn. 

The Senate resolutions having been read in the 
House, Mr. Jiolmes rose, and delivered an im¬ 
pressive eulogy on the life and character of the 
deceased Senator. 

Mr. Winthrop followed in a few remarks, whioh 
he closed as follows: 

“ Finally, sir, let u And fresh bonds of brother¬ 
hood and of union in the cherished memories of 
those who have gone before us; and let us resolve 
that, so far as in ns lies, the day shall never come, 
fvhen New England men may not speak of the 
great names of the South, whether among the dead 
, or among the living, as of Americans and fellow- 
countrymen !” • 

We see neither the good sense nor the good 
taste of this paragraph. 11 was not becoming the 
occasion even to hint at the sectional feelings be¬ 
tween the different portions of the Union; and 
the speaker did injustice to his countrymen by 
supposing that it was difficult for any portion of 
them to do justice to public men of worth, because 
they happened to live in another latitude. 

Mr. Venable added some feeling remarks on 
the last hours of the deceased, and the House 
then adopted the following resolutions: 

Resolved, That this House has heard with deep 
sensibility the announcement of the death of the 
Hon. John C. Calhoun, a Senator in Congress 
from the State of South Carolina. 

Resolved, That, as a testimony of respect for 
the memory of the deceased, the members and 
officers of this House will wear the usual badge 
of mourning for thirty days. 

Resolved, That the proceedings of this House, 
in relation to the death of the Hon. John C. 
Calhoun, be communicated to the family of the 
deoeased by the Clerk. 

Resolved, That the House will attend the fu¬ 
neral of the deceased in a body; and, as a fur¬ 
ther mark of respect for his memory, that it do 
now adjourn. 

By order of the President, the several Depart¬ 
ments were put in mourning, and on Monday and 
Tuesday public business was suspended, in re¬ 
spect to the memory of Mr. Calhoun. 

On the opening of the Supreme Gourt, whioh 
had met pursuant to adjournment, Chief Justice 
Taney said— 

“ That the Court had learned, with muoh sor¬ 


row, that Mr. Calhoun died yesterday morning; 
and from his long public services, and the high 
stations he had filled under the Government, the 
Court deemed it proper, as a mark of respect for 
his memory, to adjourn to-day without the trans¬ 
action of any business.” 

The Court thereupon adjourned until 11 
o’clock this day. _ ^_ 

GREAT NATIONAL FREE SOIL CONVENTION. 

The National Era proposes a National Free Soil 
Convention, to be held at some plaee not yet fixed 
upon, on the fourth of July next. We concur in 
the recommendation. We think it is muoh needed; 
it might serve to break the spell of apathy which 
seems to have taken possession of the public mind, 
and infuse a little courage into the faltering ranks 
of our representatives in Washington. What an 
occasion we have for such a meeting, and how im¬ 
portant its result! Shall we calmly look on, while 
the slaveholders are holding their Southern Con¬ 
ventions, backed by State Legislatures, for dis¬ 
union and slavery—and we, the people of the 
North, do nothing for freedom and the protection 
of democratic institutions? The suggestion is 
timely and important, and should be taken into 
consideration by all who have the means and in¬ 
fluence to carry through such an undertaking. 

Western Citizen. 

That’s the talk. Such a convention we must 
have. Who will help roll on the ball? What 
say yon, friend Vaughan, of the True Democrat ? 

Wisconsin Free Democrat.. 
We have received many letters from different 
quarters, seconding the proposition for a National 
Convention of the Free Democracy. It seems to 
us that some general movement is necessary to 
save the cause of freedom from the perils to which 
it is exposed through the misconduct of the old 
parties. It was thought by many that, after the 
defeat of the Democratic party'under the leader¬ 
ship of General Cass, it would abandon its false 
position in relation to slavery, thrust aside its old 
pro-slavery leaders, and carry out in good faith 
the principle of equality of rights in*application 
to every question of policy. 

In what other way could it revive its vitality, 
and resume its accustomed ascendency in the 
federal councils? The Administration showed 
no disposition to call up old issues. There was 
no probability of the revival of the Tariff as a 
political question between the parties. The idea 
of a National Bank was obsolete. The scheme of 
Land Distribution had been superseded by that 
of Land Reform. On what ground, then, could 
the Democracy be rallied as a party? Some 
great principle it must have—a principle to he 
worked out into practical results. Professing 
the doctrine of equality in the natural rights of 
mankind, having successfully enforced this doc¬ 
trine in the overthrow of banking monopoly, 
and in the establishment of at least the principles 
of free trade, what remained but that it should 
seek its application under the new formula, 
“ Free Soil and Free Labor ? ” 

Influenced by this view, the Democratic party 
of New York seemed willing to plant itself upon 
this ground. In Wisconsin a similar state of 
things prevailed. In other States the Democratic 
party appeared tending to the same position ; and 
the result was, a patient waiting on the part of 
Free Soil men for a final development, so lhat 
they might determine whether to maintain their 
separate organization', or fall in with one of the 
old organizations in its regenerated condition. 

The favorable tendencies indicated were soon 
arrested ; a retrograde movement- was disclosed. 
The old pro-slavery leaders of the Democracy 
generally resumed their ascendenoy. Cooperation 
in some States with the Free Soil men was 
shunned; in others, they were anathematized- 
The action of the Democratic representatives in 
Congress demonstrated their willingness to sub¬ 
mit again, in the matter of organization, to slave¬ 
holding ascendency. The Democratic press, in 
a majority of the free States, lowered its tone on 
the subjeot of slavery, and became apparently in¬ 
different to the question. The demands of the 
slavery propagandists in Congress aroused no 
spirit of active resistance; their threats passed 
unrebuked. As organization became necessary 
in thd several States, it was obvious that old 
counsels were to prevail. In Ohio, the Democratic 
StateConvention refused to adopt the Wilmot 
Proviso. In Pennsylvania, the Democratic mem¬ 
bers of the Legislature declined to re-affirm the 
doctrine of positive prohibition of slavery. Dem¬ 
ocratic members of the Michigan Legislature, in 
the House, have passed resolutions praising Gen. 
Cass for his labors to preserve a Union, whioh 
would have been just as safe had he confined him¬ 
self to the business of penning memoirs of Courts 
aud Courtiers; and have voted down resolutions in 
favor of the Wilmot Proviso, although they have 
not strength enough to rescind the instructions 
previously passed, binding their Senators to sus¬ 
tain the Proviso. The State Democratic Conven¬ 
tion of Connecticut abjures the doctrine of Free 
Soil, although, after having done so, in certain 
districts it is fouhd necessary to court Free Soil 
men for the sake of securing Democratic triumphs. 
And in Congress, thus far, hut two Democratic 
Senators from the North have made any bold 
avowal of anti-slavery principles; while in the 
House, but one Democrat from the free States 
has made a speeoh in favor of slavery restriction 
by positive law. 

So much for the Democratic party. How 
stands the Whig party ? Where are its leaders? 
The Washington Union claims that they have 
gone over to the Cass platform. So they have, 
except those of them who have embraced the poL 
icy of non-action recommended by General Tay¬ 
lor. Mr. Clay is for non-intervention—Mr. Web¬ 
ster is for non-intervention—Mr. Corwin is yet 
silent—Mr. Seward speaks bravely, but we have 
yet to learn that his influence is to be exerted in 
favor of the Wilmot Proviso. Mr. Winthrop 
will not declare himself in favor of the Proviso, 
but thinks the President’s policy judicious. Mr. 
Ashmun abuses, ridicules Free Soil men, repudi¬ 
ates seotional parties, offers to compromise sub¬ 
stantially on the ground of Henry Clay’s resolu¬ 
tions, er to support non-action, indicating his 
purpose to vote the Proviso, only in the event of 
being compelled to vote upon it. The organs of 
the party all through the free States, and its local 
leaders, sustain the policy of non-action —consent 
to waive the Proviso—and signalize in every way 
their hatred of Free Soil men. Rarely do you 
hear from any of them a manly avowal of opposi¬ 
tion to the extension of slavery, indignant rebuke 
of the course of the Slavery Extensionists, or 
the declaration of a fixed purpose to frustrate, 
by every honest means, their wicked schemes. In 
some quarters a disposition is plainly manifested 
by the members of both the old parties to unite 
for the purpose of orushing the Free Soil men. 
They would rid themselves of these disturbers of, 
their peace, that they may once more, in security, 
renew their noble contest for the spoils of office. 
In some parts of Ohio, for example, the Whigs 
and Democrats have united upon one set of can¬ 
didates for the Convention to revise the Consti¬ 
tution, with a view to defeat the Free Soil candi- 

While the old parties are thus retrograding, 
their Representatives in CongresB are besieged 
with letters from political demagogues at home, 
urging them to settle, by compromise or in any 
way at all, the question of slavery—the honest 
people of both parties being kept meanwhile ig¬ 
norant of these secret attempts to corrupt their 
Representatives. What is to be done? Shall 
office-seekers, party hacks, self-seeking dema¬ 
gogues, timid or unprincipled leaders, have their 
way, despite the oft-declared purpose of the Peo¬ 
ple? We appeal to every honest Whig and 
Democrat, who loves Liberty, and will not brook 
the idea of extending slavery to free territory— 
what are you going to do ? Fold your hands in 
apathy, while you see your interests disregarded, 
your deep-rooted convictions trifled with, your 
will defied ? 

We have suggested a National Convention of 
Freemen, who mean to put Freedom in our Ter¬ 
ritories beyond a peradventure, come what will. 
Is not the movement demanded? Would It not 
tend to rally again the hosts of Freedom—to 
give an impulse to an effective organization—to 
bring such a pressure to hear upon the old par¬ 
ties, as would more than counteract the deterio¬ 


rating influences of quietists, time-serving poli¬ 
ticians, Presidential aspirants, greedy spoilsmen, 
and crafty demagogues ? They laugh at the fear 
inspired by the Buffalo Convention; they talk 
with contempt of its platform ; they tell us that 
the great Free Soil party has dwindled to a sect, and 
that sect is now on the brink of dissolution. Is 
it so? Are the men whose voice aroused the 
country to resistance against the sohemes of Sla¬ 
very Extension, doomed to oblivion ? Will Van 
Buren and Dix and Butler of New York, with 
the noble array that sustained them in the last 
Presidential contest, consent to political martyr¬ 
dom, that Messrs.Cass, Buchanan, Webs!er, with 
tbeir interested friends, may, without disturbance 
or annoyance, quietly play their game for the 
Presidency ? We should like to see a grand rally 
of the oppohents of Slavery Extension, so that 
the sentence of political death might be pro¬ 
nounced, not against those who are maintaining 
in good faith the policy of the Ordinance of 1787 
but against the statesmen and their tools who are 
plotting or consenting, to its overthrow. 

What say our brethren of the press—those of 
them we mean, who are willing to make party 
subordinate to the claims of Freedom ? 

We shall not stickle for a National Conven¬ 
tion ; but there may be other modes of organizing 
the Free Soil men. At all events, if they cannot 
prevent treason to the interests of Liberty, they 
should put themselves ia such a position that 
they can punish the traitors. 

MR. CALHOUN. 

From the memoir of Mr. Calhoun, read in the 
Senate by Judge Butler, we learn that he was 
born in Abbeville District, South Carolina, March 
18th, 1782. His father, Patrick Calhoun, a native 
of Ireland, immigrated at an early age to Penn¬ 
sylvania, thence to the western part of Virginia, 
and finally, in 1756, to South Carolina. Fie mar¬ 
ried a Miss Caldwell, of Charlotte county, Vir¬ 
ginia, two of whose brothers were distinguished 
in the Revolution. Living in a newly settled 
country, Mr. Calhoun passed his childhood with 
few advantages of education. At the age of thir¬ 
teen he was placed under the charge of his broth¬ 
er-in-law, the Rev. Dr. Waddell, of Columbia 
county, Georgia, but he did not enter his academy 
till he was nineteen. Elis progress here was rap¬ 
id, and in 1802 he became a student at Yale Col¬ 
lege, where two years afterwards he graduated 
with distinction. 

He then studied law, practiced a few years in 
the courts of South Carolina, aud subsequently 
served some time in the Legislature of his State. 

In 1811 he was elected to Congress, and distin¬ 
guished himself by his advocacy of belligerent 
measures against Great Britain. 

In 1817 he entered the Cabinet of Mr. Monroe, 
and was placed at the head of the War Depart¬ 
ment, in the efficient organization of which he dis¬ 
played consummate ability. 

At the expiration of Mr. Monroe’s Administra¬ 
tion, Mr. Calhoun was elected Vice President, 
and took his seat as President of the Senate, 
March 4th, 1825. General Flayne having vaoated 
his seat in the Senate to become Governor of 
South Carolina, Mr. Calhoun resigned the Vice 
Presidency, and was elected in his place. 

At the expiration of his term, he went into re¬ 
tirement, from whioh he was soon called to fill the 
vacancy in the Cabinet of Mr. Tyler, occasioned 
by the sudden death of Mr. Upshur, Seoretary of 
State. His connection with the Executive De¬ 
partment of the Government terminated with the 
dose of Mr. Tyler’s Administration, and soon af¬ 
ter he was elected to the Senate, in which he held 
his seat for five years, till the day of his death. 
For forty years he has been connected with the 
public service, occupying positions of great re¬ 
sponsibility. Mr. Clay, who was his senior, en¬ 
tered Congress about the same time that he did, 
and Mr. Webster, who was of the same age, en¬ 
tered it three years later. 

DESIGNS UPON CUBA. 

Rumors are rife of plots to revolutionize Cuba. 
The New York Express has information from 
Havana, that the number of American travellers 
there on the 20th of March was so great, that the 
hotels could hardly contain them. Their pres¬ 
ence there probably has some connection with ex¬ 
tensive preparations said to be going on in this 
country for a descent upon the island. The Gov¬ 
ernment of Cuba, it is stated, is apprized of the 
movements of the revolutionists. The following 
appeared in the New York Express of last Friday: 
“ Highly Important from Washington—Invasion of 

“ Washington, March 29,. 1850. 

“ In addition to the facts I telegraphed to the 
Express yesterday, I now learn, authentically: 

“ 1. That the expedition will set out,, no matter 
what may he the prospects of a defeat, 

“2. That the command has been tendered to 
several influential men, both North and South; 
but none have as yet accepted. 

“ 3. That Commodore Parker will not exert 
himself as vigorously as he might to check the in- 

“ 4. That there is more known about this enter¬ 
prise, here in Washington, than you at the North 
have a suspicion of. 

“ 1 have to-day heard other well-authenticated 
reports of other forces leaving this country for 
the general rendezvous at Chagres. There can 
be no doubt the demonstration will be more for¬ 
midable than has been anticipated. 

“ I shall telegraph you again when the 1 leak- 
ings-out’ justify.” 

Spain will never abandon this rich possession 
without a desperate struggle. We have no doubt 
that the Captain General is invested with au¬ 
thority to emancipate and arm the slaves, if such 
a policy should become necessary to save the island 
from the hands of the revolutionists. These men 
may be the Hind instruments of producing a con¬ 
vulsion which shall shake the slave system on this 
oontinent to its foundations. 


Connecticut. —The election took place in this 
State last Monday. We learn that in four Sena¬ 
torial districts the Democrats have adopted the 
candidates of the Free Soil party; in one, the 
Free Soil candidate is adopted by the Whigs; 
while the Free Soil men have nominated one of 
the Whig candidates, and one Democrat. 

Constitutional Election in Ohio.— The elec¬ 
tion in Ohio for members of the Convention to 
rev.jse the State Constitution, was held last Mon¬ 
day. In Trumbull and Geauga, and in Ashta¬ 
bula and Lake, the Whigs and Democrats united 
on common tickets, in order to defeat the Free 
Soil candidates. 

Steamboat Explosion. —The boiler of the 
steamer Troy exploded last Saturday week, as’ 
the boat was entering Niagara river, off the head 
of Black Rook pier. Several lives wero lost. The 
following is a list of those ascertained to be 
killed: Levi Post, Nicholas Seland, Peter Seland, 
Wm. Worthington, Dan. Buckley, Thomas Gant, 
Andrew Martin. 

- Catholic University or Notre Dame, Indi¬ 
ana, and Mr. Clay. —The President and Faculty 
of this University have addressed a letter of 
thanks and compliment to Henry Clay, in obedi¬ 
ence to “ the impulse created by the recent read¬ 
ing of your (his) great compromise speech in the 
college refectory.” Those innocent, unsophisti¬ 
cated gentlemen, yearning in their seclusion in 
South Bend for “the integrity, the stability, and 
unchecked progress of this land of religious lib¬ 
erty,” are delighted with the compromising sen¬ 
timents of Mr. Clay’s speech, for they were really 
filled with alarm by reason of the perils that have 
environed our glorious Union. They inform the 
orator that they have “ their citizenship and con¬ 
versation in heaven,” “ commune more with the 
mighty past than the present,” and that their 
“invisible companions are the noble army of 
saints.” 

It might be well for these reverend gentlemen 
to remember, that their citizenship in heaven, 
their communion with the Past, and their com¬ 
panionship with invisible saints, qualify them 
better for the disoharge of spiritual duties than 
for critical observations on sublunary politics. 


FOREIGN CORRESPONDENCE. 

Berlin, March 5, 1850. 

To the Editor ofthe National Era: 

The momentous question of a European war in 
the spring is net yet deoided. The press and' 
public opinion are divided on it. Let me en¬ 
deavor to throw a little light on a question, all 
the sides of which are so dark. 

It must not be lost sight of that the rulers of 
France, Austria, aud Prussia, understand each 
other perfectly well, the King nnd Emperor being 
willing to further Bonaparte’s designs on the im¬ 
perial crown of France, as the best thing to be 
done in present circumstanoes. As the Presi¬ 
dent can obtain this end only by increased 
popularity, and an appearance of danger from 
external foes, it may be that Prussia and Austria 
are menacing only in order to give him the oppor¬ 
tunity he desires. That they will attack France, 
appears a ridiculous supposition, for neither their 
finances nor the state of publio sentiment among 
their own people will permit it. The President, 
on his side, has a pretext afforded him to do what 
he has long wished—that is, to drive the political 
exiles from Switzerland. This is ail that Aus¬ 
tria wants, besides the restitution of the old Son- 
derbund, which is simply impossible. The re¬ 
maining question of Neufchatel interests only 
Prussia, who claims its restitution, although 
quite willing to accept a money compensation 
for it. She cannot insist on her higher claim, 
because it would be in direct contravention of 
her own action at home, she doing every day 
what Switzerland did in 1847, changing her in¬ 
ternal organization. France has a particular 
interest, too, in preventing Prussia from getting 
possession again of Neufeh&tel, a strong fortress 
on her frontiers. The matter has long since, in 
all probability, been arranged between the Pres¬ 
ident and the King of Prussia, and is now 
brought on the tapis in order to influence the 
elections in France. 

President Bonaparte is now concentrating a 
force of fifty thousand strong on the Swiss 
frontier, and his organs' in the press praise him 
in every note of the gamut for his energy in 
the defenoe of the national honor. But we 
shall probably see Switzerland forced to do all 
that Prussia and Austria could in any event 
demand of her, namely, to expel the political 
exiles, and make a pecuniary compensation to 
the King of Prussia for Neufchatel, to which 
he never had any right except as a Swiss sub¬ 
ject. The ipiquity of this demand for com¬ 
pensation may be seen by taking a parallel 
example. An Englishman possesses land in Ohio 
exempt from taxation. A new law taxes it. The 
Englishman sells his right to the English Gov¬ 
ernment, which immediately sets up a claim for 
compensation. This is the Neufehatel oase in 
principle. A Swiss subject holds certain privi¬ 
leges in Switzerland under her laws. These 
provisions are destroyed by a revision of the 
constitution by the whole people, and the sub¬ 
ject, who is also King of Prussia, demands com¬ 
pensation at the point of the bayonet. 

This question of Neufchatel is only a cover 
invented by the diplomatists to interfere in the 
internal affairs of Switzerland. It is so easy to 
represent Neufchatel as a part of the kingdom 
of Prussia, aud taken from her by the violence of 
the Swiss Cantons, to declare the young Repub¬ 
lic a robber, or, whioh is the same thing, a so¬ 
cialist, filled with deadly hostility to the sacred 
rights of property. “ Restore me my territory 
of Neufchatel,” Bays Prussia; “I will not ask 
you to reestablish the Constitution of 1815, but 
give me my property.” Switzerland replies, or 
might reply: “You are hypocritical, for you 
well know that the territory of Neufchfktel can¬ 
not he put on its old footing without a return 
to the Sonderbund.” 

The probability seems now to be that Prussia 
will arrange, by diplomatic means, her difference 
with Switzerland, trying to keep open the ques¬ 
tion of the Constitution of 1815. The glory of 
having caused this arrangement by a timely dis¬ 
play of force will redound to President Bona¬ 
parte. However, no final decision will be made 
until after the 10 th of March elections in France. 
This will enable the President to see his way 
more clearly. 

The Swiss papers, as well as those of Paris, 
have published the proof that De Toequeville, 
when Minister, agreed to procure from Switzer¬ 
land the expulsion of the exiles. This is the 
policy, certainly, of the President, who suspects 
all political exiles of the restless ambition that 
has always inflamed his own scatter-brain. 

France seems to have long given up the idea 
of protecting the neutrality of Switzerland. Un¬ 
der Louis Philippe her neutrality and inviolabil¬ 
ity were defined by de Broglie, the French Min¬ 
ister at London, to consist in a right not to have 
hostile armies select her territory for a field of 
battle, or maroh through it. This definition was 
given in a note dated December 2, 1847, and 
intended to pave the way for an attack on Switz¬ 
erland by the allied Powers. If the elections 
give a large majority to the French Government, 
it would not be at all surprising if France should 
permit Austria and Prussia to play the same part 
in Switzerland whioh she did in Italy. 

Not only the Swiss, but the Italian and Ger¬ 
man papers state that the troops of Austria and 
Prussia are accumulating on the frontier of Switz¬ 
erland ; persons are prevented from passing from 
that country into Baden; the Bavarian Govern¬ 
ment is strengthening its army to fifty-six squad¬ 
rons, and its artillery to thirty-six batteries, and 
Wurtemburg seems to be preparing for the pres¬ 
ervation of the integrity of its territory, if not 
for war. From the far east, the principalities of 
Moldavia and Wallaohia, there comes also a 
sound of war. The Russian General, Lueders, 
who has the command there, is said to have issued 
an order to the commandants of the* several di¬ 
visions of the Russian force, to hold themselves 
ready for marching into Transylvania, as Hun¬ 
gary was to be garrisoned by Russian troops. 
This would leave Austria free to use its forces in 
the west. But the report wants confirmation. 

The Swiss question will scarcely be the brand 
to light Europe into a flame. The Governments 
are too poor, the democracy too strong, the dan¬ 
ger of revolution too imminent. True, a deluge 
of blood would prepare the way for a reintegra¬ 
tion of absolutism, most probably a military 
despotism, but it might destroy in its course all 
the present royal houses of Europe. The Kings, 
depend on it, are not going to make themselves 
martyrs for the cause of royalty in other hands. 

THE FRANKFORT COMMISSION. 

The central Government of Germany expires 
by limilitation of the September treaty on the 
first of May. Whether it will be renewed or not, 
is uncertain. If so, the hands of the weaker Gov- 
ernmens, must be forced, for the Commission rep¬ 
resents nothing but the military dictatorship of 
Austria and Prussia over Germany. The United 
States has, by abolishing its mission at Frank¬ 
fort, set an example which has been followed by 
Russia. The Czar has just forwarded a commis¬ 
sion of Charge tfAffaires to M. Glinka, of the 
Russian Legation at Berlin; but, although the 
advanoed diplomatist is to reside at Frankfort, he 
is accredited only to the courts of Hesse, Flesse 
Cassel, and Nassau. lie will treat only unoffi¬ 
cially with the Commission. 

THE PRUSSIAN LEAGUE. 

The long expected Erfurt Parliament is to as¬ 
semble on the 20th instant. Its friends claim 
that it will unitethe twenty-five Governments of 
northern Germany, turning a large number of 
weak States and cities into a powerful empire. 
This is certainly an object worth striving for. 
But will be attained? 

The state of the question may be briefly stated. 
The members have nearly all been chosen. The 
People’s House, the Upper House, the college of 
Princes, are ready to be organized. The Counoil 
of administration and the Tribunal of arbitrators 
are already in session at Erfurt. On the surface, 
all appears to go on swimmingly. But there are 
rocks and shoals, both bare and concealed. 

The first enemy to the Parliament is Austria 
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State with a comparatipiy free Constitution, the 
erection of n tribune at Erfurt, the increase of 
the military strength of her old rival, Prussia, the 
new rights aooorded to the people, the agitation 
of the public mind on politios, and the permanent 
exclusion of her influence from the north of Ger¬ 
many. Henoe, the note sent last week from Vi¬ 
enna to Berlin. It demands the return of, Ger¬ 
many to the forms of 1815, claims that the treaties 
of that date are in full force and must be adhered 
to, says that Prussia has no right to call a Parlia¬ 
ment, at Erfurt or constitute a Federal State- 
smaller than all Germany, expresses fears of pop- 


smaller t,nao an u-ermany, expresses rears ui imp- 
ular commotions or difficulties among the Govern¬ 
ments in case the Parliament should be held ; and 
declares that, in such an event, it willbe her duty 
to interfere with foroe of arms to preserve order. 
This note has caused a great sensation here 
among the friends of the ministry, although it is 
only a repetition in stronger language of the note 
of two months ago. 

The Prussian Minister of Foreign Affairs,-Von 
Schleinitz, has answered by refusing to return to 
the forms established in 1815, showing that they 
•e modified in 1848 by the consent of all par- 


_; but claims that under one of the articles of 

the treaty of 1815, the right is expressly granted 
to the State to form smaller confederations within 


the larger one. He says that the Parliament., 
far from being the cause of disorders, will be the 


firmest barrier against them, and that Prussia 
will know how to guard her rights—nnd concludes 
by offering to give up the Erfurt Parliament, pro¬ 
vided Austria will propose some feasible Consti¬ 
tution for the whole of Germany. 

In this exchange of notes, the Prussian minis¬ 
ter has evidently the advantage, it being undeni¬ 
able that the old Diet did cede its powers in 1848 
to the National Assembly. Many of the minis¬ 
terial party fear war with Austria, and her note 
says very clearly that the Erfurt Parliament will 


If .Austria is the most open enemy of the Erfurt 
project, she is not so dangerous as the King of 
Prussia. Before 1848, the King used to dream 
of one day swaying the absolute sceptre of Ger¬ 
many. Since that period, he finds this sceptre 


dent has finished, as he always has done, by yield¬ 
ing. His acts of independence seem spasmodic. 
The usual majority was divided on the school 
question by tlie Ministry, which was sustained 
by the Left. M. Thiers is said to have indulged 
at the evening’s club of the majority in most vio¬ 
lent language against the President and his Min¬ 
istry. “ Headstrong,” and “ stupid,” were the 
mildest epithets he could use. The next day, the 
Ministry yielded, and a retonciliation was again 
patched up. 

The Presidential organ, The Napoleon, is full 
of complaints against the Constitution. It says, 
the President has not accomplished much for the 
nation, beoause he has been attacked, has had to 
defend himself, he has not been sustained by the 
people, has been troubled about the stability of 
his own power, has not been able to govern with 
the Assembly, and adds many similar complaints, 
each showing that M. Bonaparte is not contented 
with his present enormous power, but hankers 
after more. 

The publio attention, however, is occupied, not 
by the ambition of the President, but by the ap¬ 
proaching elections. The workmen are admira¬ 
ble in forbearance and judgment. All the arts of 
the police have not provoked a breach of the 
peace. Even the sacrilege committed on the 
tombs of the dead of February, failed of the de¬ 
sired end. The Conservatives have got out a 
couple of books of revelations, by Chenu and De 
la Hodde, two unprincipl 'd spies, who, although 
ignorant men, the first can scarcely write his 
name, publish very sharply written works—that 
is, they give their names to them. The hooks are 
intended to discredit the founders of the Repub¬ 
lic, by branding them as cowards, liars, gluttons, 
&c. It is unfortunate for the cause of Progress, 
that the Socialists have not nominated a better 
ticket. The name of De Flotte, one of those 
transported after the July insurrection, heads the 
list. The bourgeoisie will not vote for a man 
sted of being a July insurgent. This will 


out of his reach. Why should he wish to limit 
his power in Prussia, in order to get a seeming 
sovereignty over a number of small States? Why 
should he sink from the lofty position of an auto¬ 
crat, into a ceremony at the head of a weak con¬ 
federation ? In his new position, he can gain no 
power except by taking it from the princes under 
him. How can he do this, and maintain his doc¬ 
trine that all kingB and prinoes rule by the grace 
of God, and that it is sacrilege to touch them? 
Who will "protect him in his turn against the at¬ 
tacks of the democracy, if he abandons the bul¬ 
wark thrown about, him by being thought to be 
the Lord’s annotated ? No; the King is hostile to 
the Erfurt Parliament. All his personal friends, 
the Stahls, Gerlochs, Von Wrangels, &c., are so. 
lie prefers being-absolute in Prussia to being the 
limited monarch of Germany. But the revolu¬ 
tion has long foroed him to play a double game. 
He endures his ministers, but he loveB them not. 
Mr. Von Radowitz, the King’s friend, has been 
called from Frankfort to take the Presidency of 
the Erfurt Council of administration. He is the 
same who said, some months ago, that Prussia 
would persevere in the Erfurt scheme until she 
saw it necessary to retreat. Perhaps, in his new 
position, he will make it necessary. Von Strotha, 
a Germany man, has been obliged to resign the 
ministry of war, which has been given to M. 
Stockhausen, a friend of the King, and a bitter 
opponent of the Erfurt scheme. Perhaps the 
King will throw off the mask before long; pos¬ 
sibly he may wear if to the end. He has worn 
it so long that it is hard to get rid of it. 

The Erfurt Parliament finds opponents also in 
those Governments which now think themselves 
strong enough to maintain themselves against the 
people. For instance, the elector of Hesse Cas- 
sel has, in the last week, dismissed his ministry, 
which favored the Erfurt scheme, and taken an¬ 
other which is hostile to it. The President of 
the new one, M. Hassenflug, is a Prussian, a 
friend of the King, but a personal and political 
enemy to the Mantcuffel ministry. This ohange 
of cabinets has occasioned a surprise to all Ger- 

The Hanseatic towns of Lubcck, Hamburgh, 
and Bremen, have made special reservations in 
joining the Erfurt scheme. They are to have the 
liberty of retiring, provided Hanover or Saxony, 
or Luxembourg or Holstein, should not accede. 
Now, as the two first will certainly not do so, the 
Hanseatic towns will be perfectly free ' ‘ 

they may think best. 

The people, or at least the great majority of 


ib Banker's Masazine and Statistical Register. 

J. Smith Homans, Editor arid Publisher. Boston. 

A very neatly printed monthly of -80 pages, at 
$5 a year. An examination of two or three num¬ 
bers has favorably impressed us with its merits. 
Its statistical department is well filled with im¬ 
portant statistics, prepared with care ; and its 
financial papers, notices of stocks, banks, &c, 
make it very valuable to business men. 
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probably defeat the Socialist ticket in Paris. For 
all the current slang against this candidate and 
his colleague, 1 refer your readers to the columns 
of the London Times. . W. B. 


For the National Era. 

TO DANIEL WEBSTER. 


New England's heart hath worn thee, 

A jewel bright and tried; 

New England’s breast hath borne thee, 

In all a mother’s pride! 

Could’et thou forget the throb that nnreed 
The pulses of thy boyhood first? 

The throb of Liberty that burst 
Her every green hill side ! 

There comes a voice of pleading 
On every Southern gale; 

And broken hearts and bleeding 
Are melting in its wail! 

Thou should’st have spoken back the word, 
New England’s heaving heart hath poured! 
And struck onoe more the master-chord 
That wakes the mighty quail! 




No word of interceding 
For the wronged and trembling Right ! 
Thon hast sheathed thy sword, unheeding, 
.In the thickest of the fight! 

derest to the flying slave— 
mo helping hand to save ! 
tew England gives thy hope—a grave— 

Thy North Star—endless night!” 

New England’s snow wreathed mountains 
Shout, to her gathering gales— 

And a voice of many fountains 
BuretB through her darksome dales! 


tn feet in 


LITERARY NOTICES. 


jeetion was at any time made to the form of the 
requisition. After a careful examination of the 
documents, Gov. Ford called to his assistance the 
Attorney General of the State, Henry Stanbery, 
and the papeps were all submitted to him, with a 
request that he would examine them, and report 
upon their sufficiency, &c. This was done, and 
Mr. Stanbery soon after submitted to the Govern- 
— a written opinion that the papt 


The Western Lancet and Hospital Reporter. L. 

M. Lawson, Editor. Cincinnati: E. Penrose Jones. 

This Medical monthly of 72 pages is very cred¬ 
itable in its typographical style to the publisher. 
The number before us contains a well-considered 
paper by Dr. Lawson, on Diseases of the Chest, 
general reviews and notices, some pharmaceutical 
items, a summary of foreign medical intelligence, 
and a few editorials, not very profound, on the 
general aspects of the Medical profession. The 
editor is anxious for unity and a supreme tribu¬ 
nal in the Medical professsion, two things never 
to be realized. Free thinking in medical matters 
is unavoidable. 


make out a case which authorized or required 
the Governor to grant the requisition asked. It 
assumes that the intention of that clause of the 
Constitution requiring fugitives from justice to 
be delivered up, did not cover minor classes of 
offences in the criminal codes of States, but had 
reference only to the higher class, such as mur¬ 
der, arson, &c. It avers that offences charged 
the indictment are not offences in Ohio, that 
' such crimes are known to the common law; 
that neither the common nor the statute law re¬ 
cognising any such offence as is charged, the Gov¬ 
ernor, in accordance with well-settled and long- 
continued practice, ought to decline a compliance 
with the reqnisstion. These views correspond in 
all respects with the views of Gov. Ford in the 
premises, and therefore, on the 21st of February 
last, he wrote a letter to the Governor of Virgin- 


Phil&delphia: T. B. Petersen 


s, by G. P. R. J 


ia, informing him of the result of his deliberations. 
And thus ended the case, so far as Ohio is con¬ 
cerned.” 


!e by Shillington, 


This collection of some ten or a dozen tales, 
by the prolific James, is said never to have been 
republished in this country before. The Amer¬ 
ican publisher prints on the cover— 11 James's Last 
and Lest Work? It may be his lest , but we are 
quite certain it will not be his last. His genius 
is perennial, and without doubt he has done 
much for the entertainment of the present gen- 


The Legislature of Ohio adjourned sine die, 
last Monday week, after having passed laws tax¬ 
ing banks like other property, providing for 
homestead exemption, and erecting a State Board 
of Education. 


eration. 
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Mary OToreton ; or the Broken P 
Arthur. Philadelphia: T. B. Peterson. For sale as 
above. 

Mr. Arthur in this novel shows how easy it is 
to commit lamentable mistakes in the choice of a 
partner for life, but that such mistakes are not 
necessarily fatal—repentance, common sense, and 
right principles, may at last repair them. 

The work has all the characteristics of Mr. 
Arthur’s style. 


Tug Red Indians of Newfoundland. Philadelphia: 

T.]B. Peterson. For sale as above. 

This interesting story of Indian life is from 
the pen of Charles Augustus Murray, who has 
won no inconsiderable reputation as a writer. 
The story is eventful and finely illustrative of 
of the customs, habits, and character of the Red 
Indians of Newfoundland. It is embellished with 
numerous engravings, and the only objection we 
have against it is, that it is oompressed in too 
small type. 
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them, have no confidence in the Erfurt Parlia¬ 
ment. They took no part in the eleotions, and 
say it will come to nothing good for them. In 
this they are quite right. 

To sum up the whole, the Erfurt Parliament 
has to contend with the open enmity of Austria, 
the only half concealed repugnance of the Prus¬ 


sian King, the fears of'the weaker Governments, 
the jealousies and prudenoe of the Hanseatic 
towns, and the indifferenoe of the people. 1 may 
add here that Frankfort has wholly refused to 
enter the league. What the result will be, may 
be seen in a few weeks. Either the Constitution 
will be materially changed, so as to suit the Prus¬ 
sian King, or the whole project will be abandoned, 
and Germany will return to the old Diet and 
miserable confederation of 1815. 

The secret of the hundreds of propositions and 
constitutions, commercial congresses, tariff leagues, 
&c., put forward by the German Governments, 
may lie in the remark made to me yesterday by 
an eminent French diplomatist. He answered 
my request for an explanation of the ambiguous 
conduct of the Governments .with the remark, 
“Did you ever play a trout, sir? Fine sport, 
isn’t it ? Well, that is the sport the Governments 
of Germany are now enjoying. They are playing 
the people until it is too feeble to resist.” * 
GREECE. 

The news from Greece is the same as two 
weeks ago. On the 18 th, the British admiral was 
pursuing his ooereive measures, hut had not, as 
reported, taken possession of the islands of Sapi- 
enza and Cervi. The French Government has 
already forwarded orders to its fleet to return to 
Toulon. This does not look like an intention to 
threaten England, and may possibly be occasioned 
by the state of the Swiss question. Some ac¬ 
counts say that the indignation of the Greeks 
against the English was excessive, but the organs 
of the Frenoh Government endeavor to produce 
the impression that the current of opinion had 
changed in favor of the English, and against the 
Greek Government. The better opinion in rela- 
to the mysterious causes of this attack on Greece, 
is, that it is connected with the menacing state of 
affairs on the continent. How, otherwise, can we 
explain tffe silence of the democratic press in re¬ 
lation to it ? 

SCHLESWIG-HOLSTEIN. 

The state of the duchies continues the same. 
Lord Palmerston has sent a note to Denmark, 
threatening to withdraw altogether from -the me¬ 
diation, unless negotiations for peace he actively 
entered upon. An unmeaning correspondence 
has been going on between Denmark and Prussia, 
in relation to an expression used in iho late royal 
address at Copenhagen. The inhabitants of El- 
bing and other Baltic towns are petitioning the 
King of Prussia either to put an end immediately 
to the war by a treaty, or prosecute it with vigor; 
for that the continuance of an unsettled state of 
things is ruining the Baltic towns in their eom- 


This good octavo, of 375 pages, contains a pre¬ 
liminary dissertation on the general argument for 
miracles and the other “ cycles of miracles,” Mo¬ 
saic and ecclesiastical; and a speoial exposition, 
with abundant learning, of each recorded miracle 
of the Gospels. The principal reasoning seems 
to be employed against the rationalizing exposi¬ 
tions of the given circumstances. We have been 
struck, in this and other instances, by the 
zeal with which an unrecorded miracle is con¬ 
tended for—the finding of a coin in the fish’s 
mouth, (Matthew xvii, 27,) where no fact is 
narrated, any more than (verse 20) it is said 
that a mountain was actually cast into the sea. A 
reasoner in this department of criticism finds his 
best aocount in keeping strictly to the facts be¬ 
fore him. 


2. New Fork: Harper & Brothers. For sale by F 
Taylor, Pennsylvania avenue. 

We have- received part 2d of this pleasant 
work. Our opinions of it were expressed in a 
former number. It is to he completed in six 
parts, at 25 cents each. It is printed in a neat 
style and convenient form. 


PRUSSIA. 

On the 31st of last month the Berlin jury 
brought in its verdict in the great case against 
the forty-two members of the laBt year’s National 
Assembly, indicted for refusing to pay the taxes, 
and encouraging the people to do so. The jury 
had been properly selected by the police from the 
richer burghers, supposed to be devoted to the 
Government; the Government had prepared the 
case in a manner corresponding to its import¬ 
ance ; the King felt so sure of his game, that he 
refused to amnesty the prisoners; and the reac¬ 
tion looked, in short, for an overwhelming vic¬ 
tory. The verdict of not guilty , for all the ac¬ 
cused except one, threw the town into commo¬ 
tion, and filled the partisans of the Ministry with 
impotent rage. This is one of the best lessons 
yet given to them by the juries. The Prussian 
people are sound at the oore,' and will not con¬ 
demn even political enemies, at the beck of the 
King. It is otherwise among the richer classes 
in France, where the public morality has been 
profoundly corrupted by infidelity, party feeling, 
and bad example in high places. 

The First Chamber was dissolved on the 26t.h, 
at the expiration of its term, and the Second was 
adjourned to the 2d of next November. Two 
days afterward, the King published an ordinance, 
abolishing, by a stroke of his pen, the vote by 
ballot, and substituting that of viva voce. So we 
enter on a constitutional monarchy ! In the same 
ordinance the elections for the First Chamber are 
fixed for the lGth of this month. The Demoorats 
will, as usual, abstain from all participation. 

From every part of Prussia, the news comes of 
acquittal of persons indicted for different politi¬ 
cal offences. 

Jenny Lind is here, and is expected to give a 
few concerts. 

FRANCE. 


The History OF Pendbnnis. By W. M. Thackeray. Pub¬ 
lished and for sale as above. 

Number 4 is issued. Thackeray is a keen 
satirist, and presents a great variety of views of 
English life. In this number he introduces us 
the literary oircles. The work is illustrated 
by all sorts of odd pictures, in keeping with the 
fortunes and misfortunes of the hero. 


This is an American work. The soene, char¬ 
acters, and plot, are all purely American. No 
locality is named, but it is evident to any one at 
all acquainted with the country that it must be 
somewhere in the J ersey Pines, at no great dis¬ 
tance from Philadelphia. It would seem some¬ 
what improbable that such a state of society 
should exist within a day’s sail of so prosperous 
a city, but it is nevertheless true, and as far as 
we have examined the work before us we have no 
doubt that it is a truthful representation of what 
“ life in the Pines ” is, and what by industry and 
enterprize it may become. 

The Mysteries of Bedlam, or Annals of the Lon- 
standing. T.B. Peterson, Chesnnt street, Philadelphia. 
This work is one of thrilling interest. The 
plot is a mere web into which are woven the most 
appalling facts illustrating the management of 
private mad-honaes in England. We cannot con¬ 
ceive ho,w such atrocities can be perpetrated in a 
civilized community. 

The laws under which these asylums exist 
seem so utterly at variance with the regard for 
personal rights, generally characteristic of Eng¬ 
lish laws, that we could scarcely credit the facts 
were they not so fuily attested by the history of 
these institutions. That any man may be drag¬ 
ged from his home and immured in these horrid 
cells, upon the affidavit of two men calling them¬ 
selves physicians, seems too monstrous to he 
believed ; but such is the fact. Public sentiment 
in that country is at length aroused to such 
abuses, and most vigorous efforts have for some 
time been made to effeot a thorough reform. 

no respect is the advance of civilization and 
humanity more manifest than in the improved 
modes of treating the insane. Dungeons, stripes, 
filth, and starvation, were once thought insepa¬ 
rable from their condition. It is now fully estab¬ 
lished that kind treatment, airy, cheerful accom¬ 
modations, and a great degree of liberty, are es¬ 
sential conditions to the cure of this most terrible 
of all maladies. 


usually awarded; but will restrict itself hereafter, 

the appropriation of those honors and ceremo¬ 
nies, to oases of the death of members during the 
session of Congress. 

The resolutions of Mr. Bell were taken up, and 
Mr. Baldwin, having the floor, addressed the 
Senate for two hours and a half, when he gave 
way for a motion to go into Executive session. 
The Senate, however, resolving when it adjourned, 
' adjourn ovet till Monday. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 

The very interesting proceedings of the House 
l Tuesday, the -26th, as reported in the Intelli¬ 
gencer, we copy on our fourth page. 

Wednesday, March 27, 1850. 

Leave was granted the committee on the charges 
against the Speaker, preferred by Mr. Preston 
King, to sit during the session of the House. 

Mr. Wood asked the unanimous consent of the 
House to present resolutions of the Legislature of I 
Ohio in relation to the publio lands; but objection 


CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION IN MICHIGAN.—A 

bill has passed the Legislature of Michigan in 
favor of a Convention to revise the State Consti¬ 
tution. The number of delegates is limited to 
hundred, and they are to be chosen the first 
Monday in May. The Convention will meet at 
the Capitol at Lansing, the first Monday of June 


Wisconsin is growing rapidly in population. 
In 1848, more than a million of acres of land in 
that State was entered, three-fourths of which 
were paid for with laud-warrants; and in 1849, 
800,000 acres were entered, 600,000 were 
paid for with laqjl-warrants. 


CONGRESS. 

THIRTY-FIRST CONGRESS-FIRST SESSION. 


[ We last week alluded briefly to a personal alter¬ 
cation between Senators Benton and Foote, grow¬ 
ing out of a motion made by the latter intended 
to give precedence to the Territorial hills, over 
the hill for the {admission of California. The 
matter came up again the next morning, Mr. 
Benton stigmatizing the report of the altercation, 
so far as the language of the Senator from Mis¬ 
sissippi was concerned, as grossly false. Mr. 
Foote vindicated the report, remarking that he 
had done no more than every Senator was in the 
habit of doing—revised his own remarks. The 
allusions of the gentlemen to each other were of 
the most hostile character, and, as they had no 
necessary connection with the business of Senate, 
and no tendency to affect in any way its course 
of proceedings, - we shall omit any report of them. 
Such scenes to us are always painful, and the 
sober second thought of the actors in them, we^ 
are sure, must condemn them. Nor are they 
alone to be blamed. Members of a legislative as¬ 
sembly, who will sit by, coolly listening to per¬ 
sonalities which they know must lead to an utter 
violation of decorum, without interposing to ar¬ 
rest them, are just as responsible for the result’ 
as those engaged in the altercation, whose passion 
for the time drives to excesses at which their own 
sense of propriety revolts in the hour of reflee- 


The bill to extend the patent heretofore granted 
to William Woodworth was reoonsidered, and laid 
upon the table. 

The Blouse resolved itself into Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union, and the Presi¬ 
dent’s message in relation to California being un¬ 
der discussion, Mr. Ashmun addressed the Com¬ 
mittee for an hour, ohiefly on the political bearings 
of the Slavery Question. 

He was followed by Mr. Averett of Virginia, 
who, after having spoken for half an hour, gave 
way for a motion that the Committee rise. The 
Committee rose, and the Speaker laid before the 
House a message from the President, transmitting 
the California report of Thomas Butler King. 

It was laid on the table, and ordered to be print¬ 
ed, and the Committee on Printing was instructed 
' inquire into the expediency of printing 20,000 

The House adjourned. 

Thursday, March 28,1850. 

Numerous reports from the Standing Commit¬ 
tees were made to-day, which were committed, or 
otherwise disposed of. 

The House then resolved itself into Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union, and took 
up the President’s California message. 

Mr. Averett closed his speech, and Mr. Chand¬ 
ler of Pennsylvania addressed the Committee for 
an hour, in a somewhat discursive speech, in which 
he advooated the policy of always voting on the 
side of freedom. 

Mr. Richardson of Illinois got the floor; the 
Committee rose, and the House adjourned, 
Friday, March 29, 1850. 

The bill for tho relief of the captors of the 
frigate Philadelphia, after some discussion, 
laid upon the table, by a vote of 104 to 5S. 

The select committee, appointed to investigate 
the charge made by Preston King of New York 
against the Speaker of mutilating the Journal, 
reported through Mr, Holmes as follows : 

The testimony shows that the motion of Mr. 
King was submitted verbally, and that there was 
great indistinctness on the minds of all, as to the 
precise words used by him. Without waiting for 
the motion to be stated by the Chair, he moved to 
lay it on the table. Some conversation arising, 
the Speaker requested him to reduce his motion 
to writing. By the rale of the House, every mo¬ 
tion must be reduced to writing before the ques¬ 
tion is put upon it, if the Speaker or any member 




SENATE. 

Wednesday, March 27, 1850. 

Mr. Hale took occosion to explain a remark 
made by him the other day, that it was Mr. 
Buchanan who had said that the Democracy of 
the North was the national ally of Slavery. 

“I will,” said he, do Mr.Buchanan the justice to 
say that the words quoted by the Senator from 
New York [Mr. Seward] do not appear. I will 


The Wilmingtons. By the author of Emily Wynaham, 
&o., &c. Published and for sale as above. 

Having read some of the former works of 
this writer, we are prepared to take the present 
one on trust. He or she, whoever it may be, 
knows how to moralize justly and agreeably in 
fiction. The English papers, we observe, speak 
highly of “ The Wilmingtons 




MethodistEpiscopal .Church. New Fork: Lane S 


To the Rev. Dr. McClintock, assisted by Pro¬ 
fessor Lane of the Wesleyan University, the 
Methodists are indebted for this classified and 
descriptive catalogue of the numerous publica¬ 
tions of their church. We count in the Index 
about one thousand different hooks and tracts 
many of them original publications. 


Dictionary of Mechanics’ Enoine Work and Engi- 
nueeino. Oliver B. Byrne, Editor. Now York : IJ. Ap¬ 
pleton & Co. 

We have already called attention to this work. 
It is handsomely printed, and issued in numbers, 
at 25 cents a number. It will be completed 
40 numbers, containing nearly 2.000 pages, and 
more than 6,000 illustrations. The great object 
of the publication is, to place before practical 
men and students such an amount of theoretical 
and scientific knowledge in a condensed form, 
shall enable them to work to the best adv antsge 
and to avoid those mistakes which they might 
otherwise commit. 

The work is for sale by R. Farnham, corner 
Pennsylvania avenue and 11th street, and by 
Taylor k Maury, Pennsylvania avenue, above 
9 th street. 


Union, the Christian Pearl. Edited by S, F. Gordon 
Philadelphia. March, 1850 

The Pearl is issued monthly, and contains from 
three to five engravings in each number. It is 
cheap enough—only $1 a year—and the editor 
labors to make it an acceptable companion for 
Christian families. 


The Debtor's Daughter. By T. S. Arthur. Philailel- 
delphia: T. B. Peterson. For sale by J. Shilllngtoi 
ner Pennsylvania avenue and Four-and-a half £ 
Washington. 

We have not had time to read this novel, but 
do not hesitate to direct attention to it. The 
subject is a good one, and the author is skilled 
in the art of making fictitious narrative subser¬ 
vient to the best purposes. 


The news from France continues to be interest¬ 
ing. In all parts of the' provinces, the Govern¬ 
ment is furiously prosecuting the editors and pub¬ 
lishers. This war against the freedom of the 
press has not been so vigorously waged in Paris 
since the acquittal of Girardin. The confine¬ 
ment of Proudhon is not so rigorous as immedi¬ 
ately after his article against the President. The 
dissension between the President and majority 
has broken out several times lately, but the Presi- 


The editors, being Southerners by birth and 


slightest degree be offensive to Southern taste 
feelings.” We have no doubt that they will ful¬ 
fil their pledge. For our own part, we like to 
read a newspaper, magazine, or book, that stirs onr 
blood by opposing our notions. New ideas are 
apt to be struck out by the collision. 


Iu Edward Graham ; or Railway Sfeculators. 
By Catherine St. Clair. New York: Harper & Brothers. 
In England, where the Railway mania has pre¬ 
vailed to a much greater degree than it does in 
this country, thiB book will be fully appreciated, 
The disease must have produced the most fearful 
domestio calamities to warrant the introduction, 
in a fictitious work, of such scenes as are 
portrayed in the book before us. But it is not 
without interest to American readers. It is to he 
hoped that with such beacon lights to warn them, 
countrywomen, at least, will not make such sad 
shipwreck of domestic happiness in a wild ambi- 
on to make a fortune. 

For sale by Franck Taylor, Pennsylvania 
ae, Washington. 


read the language, leaving it, without comment, 
to the Senate and to the country to say how far it 
justified the remark I made, speaking ns I did at 
the time from memory. It was a speech on the rati¬ 
fication of the treaty with Great Britain settling 
the northwest boundary: 

“ All Christendom is leagued against the South 
upon the question of domestic slavery. They 
have no other allies to sustain their constitutional 
rights except the Democracy of the North. In 
own State, we inscribe upon our party ban- 
- j, hostility to Abolition. It is there one of 
the cardinal principles of the Democratic party.” 

Mr. King of Alabama said that the Senator 
from New Hampshire, with the frankness that 
ever characterizes him, had gone to a certain ex¬ 
tent, in confessing his error, hut not so far as jus¬ 
tice required. After explaining that Mr. Bu¬ 
chanan meant that the Democracy of the North 
were the natural allies of the South in the pro¬ 
tection of their constitutional rights to their prop¬ 
erty in slaves, he continued— 

Now, sir, the honorable Senator must admit, 
after this explanation, that Mr. Buchanan did 
not use the words which were attributed to Mr. 
Jefferson by the Senator from New York, and 
which he at the time applied to Mr. Buchanan. 
Mr. Buchanan contended for what I have said, 
and for this only. He was drawing a distinction 
between the two parties in relation to this ques¬ 
tion, and stated what was true; that there was a 
much larger proportion of the Democracy of the 
North for the protection of the constitutional 
rights of the South than of the other party; that 
they were, therefore, the natural ally of the South 
' ‘ ling their constitutional rights. I think 


We have received from Franck Taylor, book¬ 
seller, the following new publications, which 
shall notice at an early moment: 

iOLDT’s Cosmos. 3 vols. Harper & Brothers. 


if Enol 




tions. The Harpers. 

White Jacket. By Herman Melvil 
Sketches of Minnesota. By E. 

Harpers. 

Life and Writings of Chalmers. The Harpers. 
Chalmers’s Posthumous Works. VoJ. 9. TheHarperi 
Life of John Calvin. By T. H. Dyer. The Harpers. 






Ned . 


e Past Age. 


From Taylor & Maury u 
following: 


se Aguilar D. Appleton 


1 Scientific Discovery. By Dai 
Kenlall; & Lincoln, Boston. 
enter. By Nathaniel Hawthorne. Bos- 


From R. Farnham we have received the fol¬ 
lowing : 

Morton Montague, By C. B. Mortimer. New York: 
D. Appleton & Co. 


'ALLACIES OF THE -FACULTY. By W 
York. Ikmg & Brothers. 

From Shillington: 
ack Sheppard. By W. H. Ainsi 


orth. Philadelphia 


VIRGINIA AND OHIO. 


A few weeks ago, we noticed a ridiculous 
commendation of the Governor of Virginia to the 
Legislature of that State, in consequence of the 
refusal of Gov. Ford, of Ohio, to surrender a 
tain person, charged with inducing a slave tc 
cape from Virginia. The Ohio State Journal gives 
the following history of the affair : 

“ A black man, named Buck, once a slave 
Hampshire county, Va., had, by the last will of 
his master, been set free. He came to the State 
of Ohio and settled. After some time he went 
back to his old home, hut soon returned to Ohio. 
After he left Virginia, the Grand Jury of Hamp¬ 
shire county found a bill of indictment against 


education, say that they think they understand^™; said bill contained two counts. The first 
what will please the South, and (hey promise not" ount , c t”g e8 Buck with ad visi ng a certain slave, 
admit anything in their pages “ that will in the 


named Nelson, to abscond from his master. The 
second count charges him with furnishing Nelson 
with a copy of his former master’s will, by which 
he (Buok) was liberated, for the purpose of being 
used to deceive others. This indictment was 
found in June, 1849. In Deeemder last the Gov¬ 
ernor of Virginia sent a special agent here to de¬ 
mand Buck as a fugitive from justice. He brought 
an authenticated copy of the indictment. No.ob- 


The proceedings of the caucus are perfectly 
unanimous. We do not say that they will be ac¬ 
quiesced in by the Demoorats of the State, for that 
is scarcely the proper term. They are in obedi¬ 
ence to the will of the Democracy of the State, 
and will be cheerfully recognised as such. The 
people will now do their duty in the selection of 
true and trustworthy men to represent them in 
this Convention, and a fair expression will he 
given to the public opinion of the State, stifled 
for some time past, and rendered powerless by 
the dissensions among the majority. 


PROFESSOR JOHN W. WEBSTER CONVICTED. 


Boston, March 31 1850. 
Mr. Clifford, the Attorney General, closed his 


Philadelphia, April l ;i 1850. 

The stock market is firm, and Government 
securities advanced >4 per cent. Pennsylvania 
5’s advanced, and held at 91 y a a 91%. 

Flour is quiet; small sales at $4.81 for common 
brands. 

Orain is scarce; sales of red wheat at 104 a 105 
cents, and white, 10S a 113 oents. Corn is steady; 
sales of 4,000 bushels yellow at 53 cents. Oats, 
33 a 36 oents. Rye, 60 cents. 

Provisions are dull; sales of mess pork at $10.68 ; 
prime, $3 94. Lard, 0% a 7 cents in barrels and 
kegs. Coffee very dull,* Rice unchanged. 

Tobacco is firm. 

Cotton quiet; no sales reported ; the market in 
favor of buyers. 


argument in the case of Dr. Webster yesterday 
evening. At eight o’clook the ease was given to 
the jury, and at eleven they returned into court 
with a verdict of guilty of murder in the first degree. 
On the rendition of the verdict, Dr. Webster 
fainted, and remained insensible for ten minutes. 
He was then conveyed to jail, to await his sen¬ 
tence. By the court's permission, he had addrgsed 


the jury before they retired for deliberation. 1 

The evidence, we believe, in the case was cir¬ 
cumstantial, but still strong enough in the j udg- 
ment of twelve men to convict, him. It is a most 
deplorable case,' one which has awakened a painful M “° e j ch o( 
interest all through the country. For one, we ' - 

hope that the sentence of death may at least be 
commuted. 


DR. WEBSTER’S PLEA. 




Mr. Hale. A single word in reply, sir, aau i 

ive done. I think the Senator from Alabama 
hardly does me justice in calling upon me to say 
more than I have said. I have stated that I have 
found that Mr. Buchanan did not use the precise 
words attributed to him; that everything I have 
found to sustain the remark which escaped from 
me, and which I made from memory only, is the 
extract which I have here produced. I do not 
undertake to construe it. I said then, and I re¬ 
peat now, that I leave it to the Senate and to the 
country to say how far it does sustain the remark 
which I made. 

The subject was then dropped. 

Mr. Atchison of Missouri presented the peti¬ 
tion of Joseph Parks, a Shawnee Indian, praying 
indemnity for a slave who had fled from him to 
Illinois, and after having been arrested there by 
him, was seized by a mob, and carried off to Can¬ 
ada. Referred to the Committee on Indian 
Affairs. 

Mr. Benton at his request was excused from 
serving on the Co^pnittee on Foreign Relations. 

The Compromise resolutions of Mr. Clay were 
then taken up, and Mr. Chase resumed and fin¬ 
ished his remarks. His Bpeech will he published 
in the Era next week. 

The resolutions of Mr. Bell were taken up, and 
made the special order for to-morrow, Mr. Bald¬ 
win having the floor. 

Thursday, March 28, 1850. 

Numerous petitions, from Maine, Rhodelaland, 
and Pennsylvania, were severally presented by 
Messrs. Hamlin, Greene, and Cooper, against the 
admission of any slave State into the Union, for 
the prohibition of slavery in the Territories, for 


the.abolit.ion of slavery in the District of Coli 
bia, and for a jury trial in the case of alleged fu¬ 
gitives from labor. Received and laid upon the 

The Committee on Printing reported a resolu¬ 
tion to authorize the Secretary of the Senate and 
the Clerk of the House to cause so much of the 
publio printing to be done by such person or per¬ 
sons as shall insure a prompt and proper execu¬ 
tion and delivery of the same—provided that the 
compensation shall not exceed the rates fixed by 
the joint resolution of 1819, deducting therefrom 
20 per cent. 

Mr. Borland proposed an amendment, relieving 
and discharging the present contractors, appoint¬ 
ing -and-by the two Houses, and 

authorizing the Secretary of the Senate and Clerk 
of the House, should not these printers do the 
work by the time appointed, to employ additional 
printers, charging the excess of expense to the 
former, &c., &c. The resolution and amendment 
were laid upon the table. 

Mr. Benton gave notice of a hill to authorize 
the construction of a national highway from St- 
Lonis to San Francisco; Mr. Rusk, of a bill to 
reduce the rates of postage. 

The resolution of Mr. Webster, to grant por¬ 
tions of the publio lands to actual settlers, was 
taken up, and made the order of the day for Mon- 
.day fortnight. 

The following resolution, previously submitted 
by Mr. Clay, was considered and adopted:— 

Resolved, That iu future, when a member of 
Congress dies, and has been hurried in the vaca¬ 
tion, the Senate will not feel itself called upon 
to extend to the memory of the deceased the hon¬ 
ors and ceremonies which have been of late years 


require it. The object of this rule is to avoid 
mistakes and misapprehensions; and if the rule, 
in this instance, had been observed, all mistake 
and misapprehension would have been avoided. 
Instead, however, of reducing the motion to wri¬ 
ting, and causing it to he read aloud by the Clerk, 
before the question was stated by the Speaker, 
Mr. King did what is done almost daily—he re¬ 
quested the Clerk to write out his motion in the 
usual form. This was silently acquiesced in by 
the House, and without waiting for the motion 
to be reduced to writing, or read, the question 
was put upon laying the motion ou the table, 
which was carried in the affirmative. 

After the motion had been disposed of by a vote 
of the House, an assistant clerk reduced it to wri¬ 
ting in the form set forth in the testimony. This 
he did in the form he thought would accomplish 
Mr. King’s, object; hut did not show it to M 
King, nor did Mr. King ask to see it. Here it 
proper to state, that Mr. King understood hism 
tion to apply exclusively to the bill offered in tl 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union, by the Hon. Mr. Doty, for the admission 
of California as a State; which hill had been 
offered by him while the subject of the President’s 
message transmitting to the House the Constitu¬ 
tion of Califofnia, was under consideration in 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union. In other words, Mr. King understood 
his motion to be, a motion to stop debate in com¬ 
mittee on Mr. Doty’s hill; the Speaker, however, 
understood it to be a motion to stop debate on the 
California message, which would have the effeot 
to close debate on the bill also, and bring the com¬ 
mittee to a vote on it, as the first pending ques¬ 
tion or proposition incident to the message. 

There was no communication on the subject 
between the Speaker and Mr. King, after the mo¬ 
tion was reduced to writing; and neither was 
aware that it was understood differently by the 
other. As Mr. King understood the motion, it 
was not in order, and could not have been enter¬ 
tained by the Chair; and the committee have no 
doubt that, if the motion had been reduced to wri¬ 
ting, and read aloud, according to the rule, before 
the question was stated by the Chair, the Speak¬ 
er would have declared it out of order. As the 
motiou was understood by the Speaker, it was in 
order, and was properly entertained by him. By 
an express rule of the House, it is made the duty 
of the Speaker to examine and correct the Journal 
before it is read to the House; it is then read to 
the House, for correction by the House itself. 

Immediately after the motion had been laid pn 
the table, the Speaker directed the clerk, who 
usually makes up the Journal, to enter it in accor¬ 
dance with his understanding, as above explained. 
The Journal of that day was, however, made up 
by another clerk, who had not heard the direc¬ 
tions given by the Speaker, and who made the 
entry in the form in which it appeared before the 
erasures. The entry thus made was that even¬ 
ing examined by the journalizing clerk, to whom 
the direction had been given, as aforesaid, by the 
Speaker, who, perceiving that it did not conform 
to the directions which he had received from the 
Speaker, oaused the alterations to be made so as 
to make it conform to those directions—which 
alterations now appear on the face of the journal, 
and constitute the subject of this investigation. 
On the following morning, as is usual before the 
meeting of the House, the Journal was examined 
by the Speaker for correction, and these altera¬ 
tions thus made, as above described, were by him 
approved: 

The Journal, thus corrected, was publicly read 
to the House, and no objection was made to the 
entry. Tn the opinion of the committee, this was 
not a mutilation of the Journal, but a proper cor¬ 
rection of it, under the authority of the Speaker, 
in discharge of a duty imposed upon him by the 
rules of the House. In approving this correction, 
he did his duty, and no more than his duty. Your 
committee, therefore, unanimously propose the 
following resolution: 

Resolved, That the foregoing repo'rt be adopted 
by the House, and be entered on the Journal, and 
that the committee be discharged from the further 
consideration of the subject. 

1. E. Holmes. 

Samuel F. Vinton. 

James Duane Doty. 

Linn Boyd. 

Alexander H. Stephens. 

William Strong. 

M. P. Gentry. 

W. A. Richardson. 

The question was then taken on agreeing to the 
resolution reported from the committe, and it was 
unanimously adopted. 

Mr. Strong moved that the report and testimony 
in the ease be printed; which motion was agreed to. 

On the motion of Mr. Johnson, of Arkansas, 
the House then, adjourned till Monday next, at 
12 o’clock. 


SPEECHES FOR SALE BY BUELL & BLANCHARD, 

Sidh Street, south of Pennsylvania Avenue. 
bate in the Senate on the Right of Petition, containing 
;hes of Messrs. Chase, Seward, and Hale. Sixteen 
s. Prioe, $1 per 100. 

. aeoh of Mr. Thaddens Stevens, of Pennsylvania, in the 
House of Representatives, on the Slavery Question. Eight 
pages. Prioe, 50 cents per 100. 

[ Speeches .of Mr. Biesell of Illinois, and Mr. Campbell of 
Ohio, on the same subject. Price of each, SO cents per 100. 
Speech of Mr. Calhoun, of South Carolina, on the Slavery 
inestion, delivered in the Senate of the United States, 
1800. 1 Price, 50 eents per 100. 

. Seward, of New York, on Mr. Clay’s Com- 
Resolutions, delivered in the Senate of the Dnited 
March 11,1850. Prioe, $1 per 100. 
oh of Mt. Fowler, of Massachusetts, on the Slavery 
Question, del™ 

1850. Price 


Seward’s reply t.o Webster’s assertion that 
slavery cannot exist in Nem Mexico , is good. But he 
might have applied the argumentum ad homintm to 
him as a citizen of Massachusetts, with its snows, 
and ice, and rocks, and sterile soil, tn spite of an 
adverse public sentiment, as well as its soil and cli¬ 
mate, slavery crept in without positive law, and 
grew, and increased, and remained, till it was ex¬ 
orcised by their State Constitution.—4 Mass. Rep , 
123. And if I mistako not the history of olden 
times, slavery has never been known in worse 
forms and types than in those countries where 
the land is cultivated by “ artificial irrigation,” as 
Egypt, ( Deut . zi. 10,) and, I think, Algiers. 

A Correspondent. 


At the olose of the arguments of counsel ou both 
sides, in the ease of Dr. Webster, convicted at 
Boston, on Saturday last, of the mqrdor of Dr. 
Parkman, Chief Justice Shaw, with much emotion, 
stated to the prisoner that it was his privilege 
now to address the jury, if he had anything to 
say, or any explanation to make. 

Professor Webster rose, and, in a very distinct 
voice, made the following remarks: 

“ I have desired to enter into an explanation of 
the complicated network of circumstances which, 
by my peculiar position, the Government has 
thrown around me, and which, in nine cases out 
of ten, are completely distorted, and probably 
nine-tenths of which could be satisfactorily ex¬ 
plained. All the points of the testimony have 
been placed in the hands of my counsel, by whom 
my innocence could have been firmly established. 
Acting entirely under their direction, I have 
sealed my lips during the period of my confine¬ 
ment, trusting myself entirely to them. They 
have not deemed it necessary, in their superior 
wisdom, [this was said in an ironical tone,] to 
bring forward the evidence which was to exoner¬ 
ate me from a variety of these acts. The Govern¬ 
ment have brought whatever consummate ingenu¬ 
ity could suggest against me, and 1 hope it will 
not have an undue influence upon my jury. I 
will not allude to many of the charges; but there 
is one Which touches me, and that is the letter 
which has been produced. It is not the first 1 had 
read in the daily prints which have been distrib¬ 
uted iu my apartments, and various publications 
whioh have been made respecting them. One 
statement was, that I had, after the disappearance 
of Dr. Parkman, purchased a quantity of oxalio 
acid to remove the stains of blood, and it instantly 
occurred to me that this parcel might be saved, 
and produoed when necessary. For several days, 
Mrs. W. had requested me to purchase some aoid 
for domestio use; and as my wife had repeatedly 
laughed at me because 1 had not purchased it, I 
had borne it in my mind that afternoon, and had 
gone into Thayer’s store, under the Revere 
House, made the purchase, and waited till the 
Cambridge omnibus came along, and then jumped 
into the omnibus with the bundle. I went home 
and gave the bundle to my wife; and when after¬ 
wards 1 heard so much said about the bundle, it 
flashed on my mind in a moment that this must 
be the bundle. It was to this bundle, and not 
any dooument, that I referred in the direction 
my wife. As regards the nitrate of copper: in t 
usuallectures, preceding my arrest, I had occasion 
to use the influence of chemical agents in produoing 
changes of various subjects; among others, on 
gases. I. prepared a large quantity of oxalic acid 
gas. A gallon jar was filled with gas, in order to pro¬ 
duce the changes from dark color to orange, and also 
in air. On great heat being applied to the jar, the 
gas was drawn through water. As to the nitrate 
of copper spilled on the floor of the laboratory, it 
was spilled accidentally from a quantity used by 
me, in my lectures, between the day of Dr. Park- 
man’s disappearance and my own arrest. So I 
might go on explaining a variety of cireumstanoes 
which have been distorted. My counsel have 
pressed me to keep calm. My very calmness has 
been made to bear against me; but my trust has 
been in my God, and my own innocence. 

“ In regard to money, I must say a word. The 
money whioh I paid Dr. Parkman, on the after¬ 
noon of Friday, November 23d, I had saved up 
from time to time, and kept it in a trunk in my 
Cambridge; but unfortunately no one 
me take it out; therefore, I can only 
give my word that such is the fact. 

“ Several years ago, I had students who were in 
the habit of being in my laboratory, and who in¬ 
jured my apparatus; therefore, I prepared every¬ 
thing for my own use in my lectures with my own 
hands, and that is the reason why I exolnded per¬ 
sons from my laboratory. 

“ As regards my whereabouts from the hour of 
Dr. P.’s disappearance, 1 have pat into my coun¬ 
sel’s hands satisfactory information, which will 
account for every day I spent during that week; 
for every day and every hour. I never was ab¬ 
sent from home.. As to being seen by Mr. San¬ 
derson, I was at home every evening. One thing 
that has been omitted by my counsel was, that on 
the Friday on which the alleged murder was said 
to have been committed, I had purchased Hum¬ 
boldt’s new work, ‘Cosmos,’ and while waiting 
for an omnibus, stepped into Brigham’s to take a 
mutton chop, and, in coming out to take the om¬ 
nibus, had forgotten my book ; hut after my ar¬ 
rest, remembered the place where 1 had left it, 
and mentioned it to my counsel. They had sent 
to Brigham’s, and the book had been found.” 

The Professor here sat down, but almost in¬ 
stantly arose and said: 

“I will say one word more. I have felt very 
much distressed by the production of those anon¬ 
ymous letters, more so than by anything that 
has ooourred during the trial. I call my God to 
witness that, if it was the last hour of my life, I 
never wrote those letters. Since the trial com¬ 
menced, a letter has been reoeived from this very 
‘Civis ’ by one of my counsel. If this person has 
any spark of humanity, I oall upon him to come 
forward. A notice to this effect has been put in 
the papers.” 

D r. Webster again took his seat, having evident¬ 
ly made a deep impression upon all present by 
the Seriousness of his remarks and the earnestness 
of his manner. 

Boston April 1 —Professor Webster was 
brought into court this morning at 10 o’clock, and 
reoeived the dread sentence of the law. It was 
protfounoed by Judge Shaw, and closed as fol¬ 
lows : 

You, John W. Webster, after a fair trial, and 
with every opportunity for defence, have been 
found guilty by a jury of your fellow citizens, of 
having, on Friday, the 23d day of November, in 
the year of our Lord eighteen hundred and forty- 
nine, with malioe aforethought, murdered Dootor 
George Parkman, in your private room, in the 
Medical College in Grove street, in Boston. It is 
now the duty of the Court to pronounce upon you 
the sentence whioh the law imposes upon such a 
crime. It is therefore adjudged, declared, and 
commanded by this Court, that you he taken hence 
by the proper officer to the prison of the county, 
and there kept in olose custody until such time as 
the Chief Magistrate of this Commonwealth shall 
by his official warrant appoint, when you shall be 
taken thence to the place of public execution, and 
there be hung by the neck until you are dead. 
And may God, in his infinite goodness, have mer¬ 
cy on your soul! 

The prisoner heard the sentence with an un- 
blenohed cheek, but, as it appeared to tho eye of 
the spectator, with a troubled and saddened heart. 

He was immediately removed from the Court 
to the prison, followed by the crowd, who were 
curious to oatch a glance of his face. 

It is not supposed that the execution will take 
place very soon, as it is the desire of every one 
to give the prisoner full time to make his peace 
with Heaven ; and that, if any one knows aught 
which would lighten bis crime, or remove the 
charge from him, opportunity may be afforded to 
produce the testimony. 


ECCLESIASTICAL NOTICE. 


Tho next stated meeting of the Free Synodof Cincinnu 
will he held at New Athene, Hamilton county, Ohio, cn tl 
third Friday of April, at 11 o’clock, A. M. 

I. R. GIBSON, silted Clerk. 
Ripley, Ohio, February 22,1850—3t 


r FOWLERS WELLS, Phrmo’ogists a 
rs, Clinton Hall, 131 Nassau street, New York 
id Phrenological Journals. 


of the Water Cure a: 


CCF-rtiean established fact that Mr. Simmons, of OAK 
HALL, sells more Clothing annually than is sold at any 
r place in Boston, and probably in the country. The 
in is obvious—people prefer to patronize where theycau 
in their goods at the most reasonable prices. 


TESTIMONY FROM HIGH AUTHORITY. 

rom the Editor of the New York Mirror, August 9, ISIS. 

P ERFECT CURE, AND NO MISTAKE.—We are about 
ed^by Dr. WISTAR’S BALSAM OF WILD CHERRY, 
signature. We make it pro bono publico,os. we have 


u the propriete 




litora in this oflloe was suffering so badly from 
jg vihep nights, and too weak to 

very pale and thin, and gave 
—iption We 


stand at his ease. He became , ...j 
symptoms of falling a victim to quick 

recommended to him various medicines, -... _ , . n „„ 

Finally we gave him one bottle of 

WISTAR’S BALSAM OF WILD CHERRY. 

ruddy’complexion, and not^ 


slightest symptoi 
particulars may 
that the cough m 




jeompanied by profuse spitting of blood. 


ordinal and, onh p .ub — F - - K emember, the 

signature of I. f/l?TTS npon the outside wrappe? 6 wr,iten 
tally prepared by Williams & Co., Philadelphia- 
mmg m .. only by SETjf 


V. FOWLE, Boston, Massachusetts, to whom all ordl 
mnld be addressed, and forsale by his agents everywhere. 
For sale by R. S. PATTERSON, Washington, D. U, and 
Druggists generally, everywhere. 


. 

QONTENTS OF No. 308. - Price, twelve ai 

1. Agrfpa D’Aubigen and I i 

2. The Cashiered .—United Service Mwgae'me- 
3 Linne, the Wood Flower— Ftazer } s Magazi 

4. Fettered Free Trade-Paner.-SWato® 

5. Carlyle’s Present Time —Spectator. 

(i. Local Self-Government.— Spectator. 


9. Edgar A. Poe.—iVeto York Tribune. 9 

10. Letters of Dr. Franklin —Boston Post 

11. Traitors Among Vs.—Nutional Intelligent 

SI TheBalanee'of Sil^nGfZ.rnt 


Washfnoton, December*27, 1845. 
hi *’ er k°' lic “ 1 . Jo “ rnaIs devoted to literature and 


tint this, by it: 
rtes a portrait!!! 
a of the present 


E. LITTELr.^cO., 
nont and Bromfield stree 


r-and-a-half street ai 


MASSACHUSETTS QUARTERLY R 
No. X.— -March, 1850. 

E DITED by Theodore Parker. Devoted 
Discussion of matters pertaining to Phi* 
Politics, Religion, and Humanity. 
per year, ir * 


Miir>,SirriU.‘M, 1' 


nitting a 


lie work from the beginn 


: dollars, 


he Postal System, 
liort Reviews and Noti 
Published by COOL ID GE & WILEY. * 


Boston, and so“ 


Mar. 14.—lm 


SHAWLS AND SILK GOODS. 

JEWETT & PRESCOTT’S NEW STOCK, 
At No. 2, Milk street , Boston , 
p SURPASSINGLY RICH AND EXTENSIVE, 


is the early attention of all pureb 




imprisea 


ds of 


From the New York Evening Post. 

THE LEGISLATIVE CAUCUS—THE STATE CON¬ 
TENTION. 


In another part of this paper will be found a 
report of the proceedings of this Caucus, held at 
Albany, by the Democratic members of the Le¬ 
gislature, on Wednesday evening. They have 
followed the ancient usage, and called a State 
Convention of one delegate from each Assembly 
district, fbr the purpose of nominating a ticket of 
State officers. The Coivention is further em¬ 
powered to perfect the single organization of the 
Democratic party in this State, by combining in 
one, all distinct organizations, and to decide in 
what manner future Cotfventions are to be called. 
The Convention is to be held on the llth of Sep¬ 
tember, at Syracuse. 


DOMESTIC MARKETS. 


New York, April 

Treasury Note. 6’s 144, and New Loan, Cou¬ 
pons, 117J£ offered; Canton Company stock is 
more in request, and has improved, with sales 
at 48j4. 

Flour .—Sales of 3,500 hhls.at $4.81 a $494 for 
Western and common State brands. Pure Gen¬ 
esee $5.56; Southern $4,94 a $5; Canadian $4.75. 
Corn Meal $2 81 a $2.87. Rye flour unchanged. 

Holders of wheat are asking prices above the 
views of buyors, and the sales have been very 
moderate. Corn is steady—sales of 40,000 bush 
els at 54 a 55c. for mixed and yellow. Oats 36 
42c. for Southern and Northern. Rye 57 a 58c. 

Provisions duller—sales of 1,000 bbls. pork, at 
$10 for mess, and $8.37 for prime. Lard 6a6%e. 


SILKS FOR DRESSES, 

fit anfi fancy colors, superior qualities and styles, fresh 

LONG AND SQUARE SHAWLS 
Of every known variety and quality, from the highest to the 


FRENCH SACKS, VISITES, MANTILLAS, 

all articles that are worn as substitutes for shswls. Al- 
S1LKS in the proper widths, for those who prefer to 
ke these garments for themselves. 

ALL KINDS OF CANTON AND INDIA 
SHAWLS AND SILKS; 

In partienlaLan immense variety of CRAPE SHAWLS, 


iroideted, plain, and damask figured, in a full ae 


BLACK INDIA SATINS and SILKS, all.qualities. 
CASHMERE SCARFS and MANTLES. 

BLACK SILKS ami BLACK SILK S Ft AWLS. 
BAY STATE LONG and SQUARE SHAWLS. 
CAME LEON SA TINS and SA TIN DE CHINES. 
FRENCH SATINS, all colors. 

BOMBASINES and ALP ACC AS, finest qualities. 
WIDE SILK VELVETS, for Mantillas and Shawls. 




quantity, small or latrge, 
es and styles 
>h 11—3m No 2. Milk street, Boston. 


. -. supply 

, yyyq.y cuyc prices, with SUCh 

ids a* cannot be found at other 
JEWETT & PRESUOTT, 


THE NEW GR^EFENBERG WATER CURE 
REPORTER 

TS published monthly, containing thirty-two large oefavo 
JL pages, devoted to the dissemination of the principles of 
* ealfch, and t.rne medical reform. It will aim to explain 
Ft intelligibly, aud scientifically, the principles and 


s of Hyd 


Henry Foster, M. D., Editor. 
Regular Contributors. 

N. Bedorfcha, M. D., New LebanonWater Cnre,N. Y. 


P. H. Hayes, M. D., Gre( 


Terms , always in advance . 


w York. 


s, post paid , R. HOLLAND. Publisher, Utica, 
Jan. 31—3 


B RATTLEBOROUGH WATER CURE ESTAB¬ 
LISHMENT. 

'J'HIS Establishment, having been put in complete order, 

of the purest water, and ample accommodations for WO pa - 
dl the way by railroad from Albany, 




ed there, during th 


ig tne year 1843, wui oesento: 
l' F“f tl ‘f t *: ra Rodde,^Broadway, Nev 
R. WESSELHOEFT, M. D. 
Brattleborongh, Vt., March, 1850. March 21^-3m 


it by 


. .. _ \ I ..... _____..._jiebon- 

iflhes to engage the services of several experienced and 
mpetent Reporters during tlmsession^of said Convwition, 


id assemble at Columbus 


Communicatioi 
etters from^VIr. 


m Reporters, statingthe compensation 


ompanied by recommendatory 

received up to the~15th of April. Address 
J. V. SMITH, 


Daily Enquirer Office, Cincinnati, Ohio. 
New Y orkJTnbune and Boston Post copythre etim es 


i Daily, and send bill to 


WSJi 


itnbusj Ohio. OfficITin new build- 
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